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HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1954. 

(Appointed  26th  May,  1954). 

....  Councillor  J.  T.  Lynch,  J.P. 
....  Alderman  Mrs.  E.  Ashurst. 
....  Councillor  T.  S.  Merry,  J.P. 
....  Alderman  J.  Aspinall. 


Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
The  Mayor  .... 
The  Ex-Mayor 
Councillors  .... 


Co-opted  Members 


J.  Bowden 
F.  Connolly 
H.  D.  Lowe 
Mrs.  E.  Naylor 
Mrs.  C.  Preston 
0.  Somers 
S.  Townley 
W.  H.  Walters 


J.  Collins 
E.  Droney 
T.  Higham 
T.  Monks 
P.  Nolan 
J.  Rankin 
J.  Taberner 
S.  Wild 

Mr.  J.  He g arty 
Mrs.  C.  Rayner 


Dr.  E.  Graham 
Mrs.  B.  G.  Houghton 
Councillor  S.  Taylor 


STAFF,  1954. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  J.  Haworth  Hilditch,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H.  (Viet.). 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  ....I.  M.  Smith,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

*E.  R.  M.  Wilson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Died  15th  Jan.). 

*R.  McLean  Bain,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(From  5th  April). 

Dental  Officer  .  *C.  F.  L.  Purslow,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Eng. 

Consultant  Obstetric  Surgeon  *R.  L.  Hartley,  M.D.,  M.R.C.O.G.,  F.R.C.S.  (E.). 

Chest  Physician  .  *C.  D.  Rushworth,  M.R.C.S.  Eng., 

Consultant  Venereologist  ....  *Philip  S.  Silver,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  ....  *Miss  M.  F.  Johnstone,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ....  *H.  B.  Barker,  M.B.,  B.S. 
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Public  Analyst 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ... 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ... 
Sanitary  Inspectors 


Health  Visitors 


Tuberculosis  Nurse 
Supervisor  of  Midwives 


*S.  Ernest  Melling,  F.I.C.  (Died  17th  Apl.) 

*J.  Graham  Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
(From  15th  July). 

J.  Ashton  (a)  ( b ).  (Retired  10th  Sept.). 

V.  Jones  (a)  (b),  (From  2nd  Nov. ,1954.). 

J.  B.  Marsh  (a)  ( b )  (/)  (From  18th  Dec.). 

R.  C.  Woods  (a)  (b) 

P.  Strafford  (a)  (6)  (/) 

C.  Jackson  (a)  (b) 

J.  Bell  (a). 

N.  Smith  (a)  (6). 

(From  8th  Feb.  to  31st  Dec.). 

M.  Richards  (a)  ( b ).  (From  22nd  Feb.). 

M.  E.  Wheat  (c)  ( d )  ( e ) 

E.  Hanson  (c)  (d)  ( e ) 

E.  M.  Wright  (c)  (d)  ( e )  {g) 

C.  Jackson  (c)  (d)  (e)  (g) 

C.  V.  Kilcullen  (d)  ( e ) 

Z.  M.  Vernon  (c)  (d)  ( e )  (g)  (to  13th  June) 

A.  Painter  (c)  (d)  ( e )  (g) 

V.  M.  Parkinson  (c)  ( d )  (e).  (From  1st  July). 

M.  J.  Walmesley  (c)  (d)  ( e ).  (From 
1st  July). 

E.  Cody  (c)  (d) 

E.  M.  Reading  (c)  (d) 
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Midwives  : 

E.  B.  Brooks  ( from  1st  Feb.).  E.  Williams  (c)  (d) 
M.  Quinn  (c)  ( d ) 

E.  Highton  (c)  (to  9th  Apl.). 

M.  L.  Lynch  (c) 


M.  Woodward  (c) 

R.  M.  Haddock  (c)  (d) 

E.  S.  Rogers  (c) 

D.  Carey  (c)  (d) 

K.  A.  Kermeen  (c)  ( d )  (to  17th  April). 
M.  Storey  (c)  (d). 


C.  Morris  (c)  (d) 

C.  Ryder  (c)(  d) 

N.  Harrison  (c)  (d)  (to 
30th  Sept.). 

W.  Kay  ( c )  (d)  (from  8th  Dec.)  M.  B.  Little  (c)  (d)  (  from  1st  June  to 

31st  Dec.). 


Ellesmere  Road  Nursery  Matron 
Home  Nursing  Superintendent 
Occupation  Centre  Supervisor 

Chief  Clerk  . 

Mental  Health  Service  : 

Authorised  Officers  and  (  V.  Crowley 
Mental  Health  Visitors  (  J.  A.  Pietre.  B.A 
Authorised  Officer  and  Clerk  ....  J.  Ainscough 


M.  F.  Lavin  (d)  (h) 
L.  Maher  (c)  (d)  (g) 
J.  Hanson 
A.  N.  Byers 


Welfare  Services  : 

Senior  Assistant,  Welfare  Services  H.  Thacker,  D.P.A.,  M.Inst.S.W. 
Ambulance  Service  : 

Ambulance  Officer  ....  T.  A.  Atherton,  B.E.M. 


*  Part-Time  Officers. 

(a)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

Examination  Joint  Board. 

(b)  Meat  Inspectors  Certificate. 

(c)  Certificate,  Central  Midwives  Board. 

(d)  General  Trained. 

(e)  The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Health  Visitors  Certificate. 

(/)  The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Smoke  Inspectors  Certificate. 

(g)  Queen’s  Nurse. 

(h)  Registered  Fever  Nurse. 
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Health  Office, 

WIGAN. 

July,  1955. 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  County  Borough  for  the  year  1954. 

A  good  deal  of  comment  appears  in  the  body  of  the  Report  and  so  in  this 
introduction  it  only  remains  for  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  few  of  the  more 
interesting  or  more  important  points  which  have  received  our  attention  during 
the  year. 

The  town  has  continued  to  prosper,  there  being  little  unemployment. 
The  improved  standard  of  living  is  reflected  in  the  general  health  of  the 
population,  especially  of  the  babies  and  young  children  who  are  seen  at  our 
Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics.  The  index  of  over-all  morbidity  provided  by 
the  record  of  the  number  of  persons  seeking  sickness  benefit  shows  no  appreci¬ 
able  increase  over  last  year  until  the  second  week  in  November,  then  for  a 
period  of  some  five  weeks  a  sharp  increase  in  sickness  took  place,  the  main 
cause  of  which  was  influenza.  Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a  relatively  mild 
nature. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  have  fallen,  the 
former  to  14.31  (15.65)  and  the  latter  to  12.96  (13.46).  No  maternal  death 
was  recorded.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  been  reduced  to  27  from  the 
previous  record  low  level  of  37.6.  For  the  first  time  in  the  recorded  history  of 
the  rate  it  has  approached  the  national  level  of  25.5  and  is  less  than  the 
average  rate  for  the  160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  (29.1).  The  neo¬ 
natal  death  rate,  i.e.,  babies  dying  in  the  first  28  days  of  life,  was  also  reduced 
to  21.2  (23).  Of  these  88%  died  in  the  first  week  of  life,  mainly  due  to  pre¬ 
maturity  and  congenital  defect.  The  still  birth  rate  also  showed  a  consider¬ 
able  reduction  30.1  (37). 

The  extension  of  the  Hay  Nursery  at  Ellesmere  Road  was  completed  and 
occupied  during  August.  This  is  a  great  improvement  as,  besides  providing 
15  extra  places,  it  enables,  the  children  to  be  divided  into  three  groups 
according  to  age. 

1954  was  the  first  complete  year  of  operation  of  the  two  Ford  Popular 
cars  which  are  used  by  the  Home  Nursing  Service  and  the  statistics  show 
that  they  have  enabled  more  visits  to  be  undertaken  by  the  same  number  of 
staff  with  an  overall  increase  of  efficiency.  They  are  especially  useful  in 
relation  to  the  daily  late  evening  visiting  and  at  weekend  and  holiday  time 
when  a  reduced  staff  must  cover  all  areas  of  the  town.  There  is  a  national 
shortage  of  nurses  and  it  is  in  our  own  as  well  as  the  national  interest  to  make  the 
best  use  of  the  personnel  available  to  us.  If  by  the  increased  use  of  motor 
transport  we  can  cut  down  the  time  taken  to  walk  or  cycle  between  cases,  thus 
enabling  more  cases  to  be  seen  in  a  given  time,  then  there  is  no  reasonable 
alternative  but  to  motorize  those  nursing  services  which  lend  themselves  to 
such  treatment. 
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Hope  School,  a  centre  for  69  mentally  handicapped  children  and  adoles¬ 
cents,  was  officially  opened  in  September  and  the  Committee  can  feel  justly 
proud  of  their  achievement.  The  immediate  reaction  was  felt  from  parents 
of  handicapped  children  who  had  hitherto  strongly  resisted  the  action  of  the 
local  education  authority  when  informed  that  their  children  could  no  longer 
attend  ordinary  schools.  These  parents  are  more  than  content  to  see  their 
children  being  trained  in  the  ideal  surroundings  which  the  centre  offers. 
Two  photographs  are  included  in  the  body  of  the  report — one  is  a  general  view 
of  the  exterior  of  the  building,  whilst  the  other  shows  the  interior  of  the  senior 
boys’  workroom.  This  room  is  equipped  with  woodwork  benches  and  a  very 
comprehensive  range  of  carpenters’  tools.  Observers  predicted  some  difficulty 
in  teaching  the  boys  to  use  these  sharp  tools  without  damage  to  themselves 
but  our  experience  has  disproved  these  misgivings  and  although  the  training 
of  the  individual  to  do  any  particular  task  is  extremely  slow,  both  staff  and 
visitors  have  been  surprised  at  the  degree  of  manual  dexterity  which  can  be 
achieved  over  a  limited  range  of  tasks.  It  does  seem  probable  that  selected 
adolescents  can  be  trained  to  do  a  really  useful  semi-skilled  job  in  open  in¬ 
dustry  providing  that  the  employer  is  willing  to  take  a  little  trouble  in  finding 
a  suitable  niche  in  the  workshops  to  suit  the  particular  case.  It  is  the  policy  of 
the  Health  Committee  to  extend  this  section  of  the  school  and  to  provide  a 
more  comprehensive  workshop  for  training  purposes. 

The  work  of  the  section  of  the  Department  dealing  with  the  Council’s 
functions  under  Part  3  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  has  continued,  much 
attention  having  been  paid  to  the  expansion  of  Welfare  Services  for  all  classes 
of  handicapped  persons.  Co-operating  with  various  voluntary  agencies  and 
working  closely  with  the  Domiciliary  Health  Services,  the  field  workers  have 
been  able  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  for  many  aged  people  living  alone, 
to  receive  sufficient  help  to  prevent  them  becoming  hostel  cases.  Generally, 
the  aged  tend  to  live  in  accommodation  which  is  too  big  for  them,  but  it  is 
only  in  exceptional  cases  that  they  will  allow  the  Department  to  arrange  for 
another  aged  person  to  live  with  them.  Loneliness,  is  perhaps  the  major 
problem  of  the  healthy  aged  person  and  there  is  much  scope  for  voluntary 
visiting  on  a  neighbourly  basis. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  report  the  death  on  the  17th  April  of  Mr.  S.  E. 
Melling.  Mr.  Melling  has  been  Public  Analyst  for  the  Borough  for  the  past 
48  years,  having  been  associated  with  six  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  His 
advice  on  the  many  matters  concerning  water,  milk,  foods  and  drugs  was  always 
sound  and  as  he  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  office  when  in  Wigan  he  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  the  staff,  who  held  him  in  high  esteem. 

The  Department  suffered  a  further  loss  in  September  when  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  John  Ashton,  retired  after  52  years’  service.  Coming 
into  the  Department  as  office  boy,  he  worked  as  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  was  appointed  Chief  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor  in  June,  1945.  The  Health  Committee  were  pleased  to  make  a  formal 
presentation  to  Mr.  Ashton  to  mark  his  long  and  valuable  service  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  and  his  colleagues  in  the  Department  joined  with  them  in  wishing 
him  a  long  and  happy  retirement. 
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Dr.  Roderick  McLean  Bain  joined  the  Department  on  the  5th  April  as 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer.  Mr.  Vincent 
Jones,  who  for  nine  years  has  been  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  on 
2nd  November  appointed  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.  J.  Graham 
Sherratt  was  appointed  Public  Analyst  in  June. 

The  year  has  seen  the  lifting  of  controls  on  slaughtering  and  on  housing 
and  consequent  new  legislation  affecting  both.  At  a  time  when  sanitary 
inspectors  are  in  short  supply  the  extra  work  entailed  by  these  and  other  new 
enactments  has  taxed  the  existing  staff  to  the  limit.  In  previous  reports  I 
have  commented  upon  the  inadequacy  of  the  facilities  for  slaughtering  which 
exist  in  the  town  and  the  possibility  of  re-opening  many  of  the  old  slaughter¬ 
houses  upon  the  relaxation  of  ministerial  control  of  slaughtering  had  to  be 
faced,  as  no  move  has  yet  been  made  to  settle  the  national  policy  on  the  siting 
of  new  abbatoirs.  Following  a  detailed  inspection  it  was  reported  to  the 
Committee  that  whilst  two  of  the  old  slaughterhouses  were  quite  beyond 
repair  the  remaining  ones  were  capable  of  being  put  into  a  reasonable  state  at 
moderate  expenditure.  The  owners  of  the  slaughterhouses  were  in  the  main 
in  agreement  with  the  Committee’s  proposals  and  throughout  the  winter 
months  the  work  of  rehabilitation  went  ahead.  It  was  however  emphasised 
that  whilst  recognising  the  need  for  the  extra  slaughtering  facilities  at  the 
present  time  the  improvements  would  only  serve  for  a  few  years  until  a  more 
permanent  solution  in  the  form  of  a  new  public  abbatoir  could  be  found. 
The  present  task  of  inspecting  carcases  at  varying  times  daily,  including  week¬ 
ends,  in  three  bacon  factories  and  seven  small  slaughterhouses  is  extremely 
uneconomical  in  staff  and  efficient  and  complete  inspection  is  difficult  to  ensure. 

Mr.  Sherratt  has  reported  at  length  on  the  quality  of  food,  milk  and 
water  samples  taken  during  the  year  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
included  in  his  report  comment  on  various  aspects  of  the  work  of  his  inspectors. 

It  remains  only  for  me  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  during  the  year,  the  chief  officers  and  technical  officers  of 
other  departments  for  their  help  from  time  to  time  and  lastly  the  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  sustained  interest  and  support  in  the  many 
problems  which  are  brought  to  them  month  by  month  in  the  course  of  our 
common  task  to  maintain  and  improve  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HAWORTH  HILDITCH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Section  ! 


Natural  and 
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GENERAL 

Area  in  acres  ....  ....  . 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .... 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  on  1st  July,  1954  (on 
which  figure  statistics  in  this  report  are  based) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  31st  December,  1954  (according 
to  the  rate  books)  .... 

Number  of  marriages  solemnised  within  the  Borough  during  1954 


5,082 

£498,781 

£1,975 

83,000 

24,088 

732 


A  substantial  portion  of  the  Borough  is  used  for  agricultural  purposes, 
These  areas  are  sparsely  populated.  The  average  number  of  persons  per 
acre  varies  in  the  fourteen  wards  within  the  Borough  from  4  to  71,  the  overall 
average  being  16.3.  The  Borough  of  Wigan  forms  a  considerable  part  of  the 
valley  of  the  River  Douglas.  The  river,  which  is  the  boundary  on  the  north 
side,  continues  its  course  to  the  centre  of  the  town  and  finally  becomes  the 
boundary  at  the  west  side.  The  levels  on  which  the  river  enters  and  leaves 
are  respectively  150  and  69  feet  above  sea  level.  Water  taken  from  the  river 
feeds  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  which  traverses  the  town.  Due  to  the 
meagre  drop  in  level  the  river  water  flows  slowly  and  the  bed  is  self-cleaning 
only  during  the  winter  months.  The  waters  are  badly  polluted  before  they 
enter  the  Borough  and  as  a  result  of  this  and  subsequent  pollution  the  river 
maintains  little  or  no  life — plant  or  animal.  The  maximum  elevations  of  the 
town  are  at  the  extreme  north  254  feet  and  at  the  south-west  260  feet.  The 
lowest  level  is  at  the  north-west  boundary  which  is  69  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geologically,  the  whole  of  the  Borough  rests  on  the  lower  coal  measures, 
or  Gannister  beds,  which  are  here  very  superficial.  This  has  led  to  outcrop 
mining  in  several  parts  of  the  district.  The  subsoil  is  mainly  clay  which  in 
places  has  a  depth  of  nearly  20  feet ;  but  there  is  an  important  layer  of  sand 
covering  a  large  part  of  the  centre  of  the  town  and  extending  northwards  in 
the  direction  of  Standish.  This  sand  is  also  found  in  “  pockets  ”  in  other 
parts  of  the  Borough.  Much  of  the  western  portion,  beyond  the  Park,  lies  on 
a  fairly  extensive  gravel  bed. 

Extensive  mining  operations  over  several  generations  have  brought  about 
subsidence  in  many  parts  of  the  Borough.  In  some  areas  this  has  had  a 
disastrous  effect  on  property  and  is  a  constant  source  of  worry  both  as  regards 
the  condition  of  old  sewers  and  water  mains  and  planning  sites  for  new  buildings. 

The  population  is  essentially  an  industrial  one,  the  principal  industries 
being  coal  mining,  iron  and  steel  working,  cotton  spinning  and  weaving  and 
the  manufacture  of  clothing. 

The  development  of  the  Lamberhead  Green  trading  estate  has  brought 
new  light  industry  to  the  town  and  a  Ministry  of  Labour  Remploy  factory 
caters  for  the  disabled  who  are  able  to  perform  useful  work. 

During  the  year  there  has  again  been  virtually  full  employment  in  the 
Borough  and  the  busy  shops  reflect  an  air  of  prosperity.  An  important 
firm  of  food  canners  have  completed  negotiations  and  expect  to  build  a  new 
factory  in  the  area  during  the  next  two  years.  This  will  lead  to  acceleration 
of  the  plan  for  the  extension  of  Hoscar  Sewage  Works  in  order  that  the  trade 
effluent  can  be  adequately  dealt  with  and  an  increased  supply  of  potable  water 
must  be  obtained  to  feed  the  new  plant. 


Section  ! ! 


Statistics 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1953-51 


1953 

1954 

Area  (acres)  . 

5,082 

5,082 

Population  (Estimated  by  Registrar  General)  .... 

83,260 

83,000 

Live  Births  :  Males  652  ) 

.  >  Total  . 

1,303 

1,224 

Females  572  f 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .... 

15.65 

14.75 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 
(Area  comparability  factor  0.97) 

15.65 

14.31 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate  .... 

1.01 

0.94 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15.5 

15.2 

Ditto,  160  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns  .... 

17.0 

16.8 

Illegitimate  births  number  26,  or  .31  per  1,000  of 
population,  a  percentage  of 

2.03 

2.12 

Deaths  :  Males  517  1 

>  Total  .... 

1,001 

944 

Females  427  ) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.02 

11.37 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Area  comparability  factor  1.14) 

13.46 

12.96 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate  .... 

1.18 

1.15 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.4 

11.3 

Ditto,  160  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns  .... 

12.2 

12.0 

Excess  of  Registered  Births  over  Deaths 

303 

280 

Maternal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

0.74 

— 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rates 

Pulmonary  ....  ....  0.29  ) 

>  Total 

Other  than  Pulmonary  0.01  J 

0.25 

0.30 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

two  years  ....  ....  .... 

1 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  births)  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 

0.76 

Infantile  Rate  (deaths  per  1,000  births) 

37.6 

27.0 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales 

26.8 

25.5 

Ditto  for  160  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns 

30.8 

29.1 

Neo-Natal  Rate 

23.0 

21.2 

Still-Birth  Rate 

37.0 

30.1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  day  old 

15 

13 

Ditto  1  year  (legitimate) 

46 

32 

Ditto  1  year  (illegitimate) 

3 

1 

13 


Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death,  1954. 


All 

— 

Causes 

Sex 

Ages 

0  + 

1+ 

5+ 

15— f— 

25+ 

45+ 

65+ 

75+ 

All  Causes 

M. 

517 

18 

- - 

7 

4 

34 

145 

149 

160 

F. 

427 

15 

3 

4 

5 

22 

100 

99 

179 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

M. 

16 

_ 

- - 

— 

1 

7 

5 

3 

_ 

F. 

8 

— • 

— 

— - 

1 

4 

3 

— 

— - 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

M. 

F. 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

M. 

F. 

— - 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

1  Sfzj 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— ■ 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

M. 

F. 

9 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

rr 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

M. 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

8.  Measles  ... 

M. 

F. 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

M. 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

Diseases 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

M. 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

F. 

18 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

4 

9 

4 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 

M. 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

8 

1 

Bronchus  ... 

F. 

Q 

jLi 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

F. 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

9 

3 

1 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

F. 

3 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

M. 

30 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

10 

11 

6 

Neoplasms  ... 

F. 

27 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

10 

5 

8 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  ... 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

F. 

9 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

2 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

M. 

58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

18 

27 

System 

F. 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20 

14 

28 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

M. 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

29 

34 

14 

F. 

20 

- - 

— 

- • 

- - 

7 

7 

6 

14 


Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death,  1954. — continued. 


All 

Causes 

Sex 

Ages 

o+ 

1  + 

5  + 

15+ 

25+ 

45+ 

65+ 

75+ 

All  Causes 

M. 

517 

18 

— 

7 

4 

34 

145 

149 

160 

F. 

427 

15 

3 

4 

5 

22 

100 

99 

179 

19. 

Hypertension  with  HearfcDisease 

M. 

6 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

2 

3 

1 

F. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

3 

2 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

M. 

67 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

4 

8 

22 

33 

F. 

83 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

15 

12 

51 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

M. 

29 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

6 

4 

18 

F. 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

11 

16 

22. 

Influenza 

M. 

10 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

2 

4 

F. 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

M. 

20 

2 

_ 

2 

__ 

2 

4 

4 

6 

F. 

16 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis 

M. 

67 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

2 

25 

14 

26 

F. 

21 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

11 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

M. 

14 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

8 

4 

1 

System 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

M. 

6 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

1 

F. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

27. 

Gastritis, Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

M. 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M. 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

F. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

1 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

F. 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 

M. 

50 

15 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

7 

10 

16 

Diseases 

F. 

63 

6 

1 

2 

— • 

4 

6 

10 

34 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M. 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

M. 

9 

- - 

— 

3 

1 

_ 

3 

2 

— 

F. 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

3 

_ 

— 

F. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

____ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

F. 
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Causes  of  Death  with 

Death 

Rates,  1954. 

Disease 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ... 

24 

.29 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other  ... 

1 

.01 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

... 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

...  — 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

3 

.04 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

.01 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

28 

.34 

11. 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

20 

.24 

12. 

,,  „  Breast 

14 

.17 

13. 

,,  ,,  Uterus 

3 

.04 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

57 

.69 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

.01 

16. 

Diabetes 

11 

.13 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

121 

1.46 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

102 

1.23 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

13 

.16 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

150 

1.80 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

59 

.71 

22. 

Influenza 

15 

.18 

23. 

Pneumonia 

36 

.43 

24. 

Bronchitis 

88 

1.06 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

. 15 

.18 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

10 

.12 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

11 

.13 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

.05 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

8 

.10 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill -defined  Diseases 

113 

1.35 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

.05 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

23 

.28 

35. 

Suicide 

8 

.10 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War... 

... 

1 

.01 

944 

11.37 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES— 1954. 


Shaded  Portion  =  Males 
Unshaded  Portion  =  Females 


. . . . . ... ,  ■ . .I . . 


Respiratory  Diseases 

Cancer 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
Nervous  System 


Other  Circulatory  Diseases 


Accidents *  Suicide ,  Violence 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 


Influenza 


Diabetes 


Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Congenital  Malformations 


0.00 


1 ,00 


2.00 

i— 


Q*»50 


1.50 


2.50 


3^00 


3.5C 


Rates  per  1  ,000  population- 


17 


MORBIDITY 

Wigan  Area 


The  figures  given  below,  compiled  by  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of 
National  Insurance,  indicate  the  number  of  persons  applying  for  sickness 
benefit  (first  certificate  only)  week  by  week  during  the  year  1954. 

The  accompanying  graph  indicates  more  clearly  the  seasonal  variation 
and  a  comparison  can  be  made  with  the  figures  for  1953. 


Incidence  of  Sickness — Working  Population,  1954. 


Jah. 

5th  .... 

820 

July 

6th  .... 

335 

55 

12th  .... 

899 

55 

13th  .... 

212 

55 

19th  .... 

685 

55 

20th 

353 

55 

26th 

615 

55 

27th  .... 

345 

Feb. 

2nd  .... 

610 

Aug. 

3rd  .... 

325 

55 

9th 

627 

55 

10th  .... 

419 

5? 

16th  .... 

685 

55 

17th  .... 

377 

55 

23rd  ,,..~ 

556 

55 

24th  .... 

351 

Mar. 

2nd  .... 

536 

55 

31st 

426 

55 

9th  .... 

605 

Sept. 

7th  .... 

431 

55 

16th 

452 

55 

14th  .... 

453 

55 

23rd  .... 

495 

55 

21st 

440 

55 

30th  .... 

472 

55 

28th  .... 

422 

April 

6th  .... 

479 

Oct. 

5th  .... 

431 

55 

13th 

372 

55 

12th  .... 

484 

55 

20th  .... 

325 

55 

19th  .... 

533 

55 

27th  .... 

577 

55 

26th  .... 

502 

May 

4th  .... 

505 

Nov. 

2nd  .... 

553 

5  5 

11th  .... 

415 

55 

9th  .... 

649 

55 

18th  .... 

461 

55 

16th  .... 

843 

5  5 

25th  .... 

412 

55 

23rd  .... 

982 

June 

1st 

408 

55 

30th  .... 

917 

55 

8th  .... 

330 

Dec. 

7th  .... 

737 

55 

15th 

442 

55 

14th  .... 

530 

5  5 

22nd  .... 

337 

5  5 

21st 

396 

55 

29th  .... 

481 

55 

28th  .... 

326 

Average  weekly — 507. 


The  figures  for  1954  bear  a  close  relationship  to  those  for  1953  until  early 
November,  when  for  a  period  of  5  to  6  weeks  there  was  a  marked  fluctuation 
due  to  a  fairly  widespread  epidemic  of  influenza  which  at  its  peak  succeeded 
in  doubling  the  morbidity  figures.  The  disease  was  of  a  relatively  mild  nature. 
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Population  of  Wards,  with  Comparative  Deaths  and  Death  Rates. 


Ward 

Ward 

No. 

Estimated 

Population 

Death 

Totals 

Death 

Rate 

St.  George 

1 

2389 

32 

13.40 

Lindsay 

2 

4628 

48 

10.37 

St.  Catharine 

3 

5322 

58 

10.90 

St.  Patrick 

4 

6019 

76 

12.63 

St.  Thomas  ... 

5 

2430 

29 

11.93 

Poolstock 

6 

3606 

46 

12.76 

Victoria 

7 

2798 

27 

9.65 

St.  Andrew  ... 

8 

16250 

219 

13.48 

Swinley 

9 

9980 

133 

13.33 

All  Saints 

10 

2137 

21 

9.83 

West  Pemberton 

11 

6790 

58 

8.54 

North  Pemberton 

12 

6338 

75 

11.83 

Central  Pemberton 

13 

9175 

103 

11.23 

South  Pemberton 

14 

5138 

52 

10.12 

Totals  . 

... 

83,000 

977 

11.77 

Estimated  population  of  Wards  is  based  on  current  Register  of  Electors. 
Death  Rate  is  based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 
of  83,000. 

Crude  Death  Rates  for  Wigan  During  the  Last  Ten  Years. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

11.42 

11.55 

13.37 

11.55 

12.49 

12.57 

14.54 

13.15 

12.02 

11.37 
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Deaths  Registered  During  the 


(Classified  locally  under  the  Registrar-General’s 

causation,  age  and 


Causes  of  Deaths 

Class 

No. 

D 

CC 

GO 

© 

<1 
i  < 

eaths 

Resic 

in 

<3  3 

d  ^ 

H-*  i— 1 

at  t 
Lents 
ir  be; 

m 

H 

C$ 

0 

t 

tie  su 

”  wh 
yond 

GO 

U 

03 

0 

pH 

1 

lO 

b-joir 

sther 
the  L 

m 

u 

c3 

© 

1 

lO 

led  a 

OCCU] 

Distri 

0Q 

o3 

0 

T 

1C 

cq 

ges  o 

[•ring 

ct 

GO 

fH 

eg 

© 

CD 

1 

lO 

f 

GO 

f-l 

o3 

© 

t'* 

1 

CO 

75  years  and 
over 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

24 

2 

10 

8 

4 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

3 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

— - 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

6 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

7 

— 

— - 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— - 

Measles 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 

10 

29 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

9 

13 

6 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

11 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

8 

— 

,,  ,,  Breast 

12 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  Uterus 

13 

3 

— . 

- - - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Other  Malig.  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ... 

14 

61 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

21 

18 

16 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

16 

12 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

117 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

28 

32 

55 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

18 

88 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

30 

42 

12 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

19 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

20 

171 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10 

27 

41 

92 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

21 

67 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

15 

14 

37 

Influenza  ... 

22 

14 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

4 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

23 

37 

5 

— 

2 

1 

2 

8 

8 

11 

Bronchitis  ... 

24 

86 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

25 

22 

37 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . . 

25 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

11 

4 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

26 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

27 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

28 

12 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

29 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

30 

Congenital  Malformations 

31 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . . . 

32 

132 

21 

1 

2 

— 

7 

22 

20 

59 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents... 

33 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

34 

25 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

5 

5 

9 

Suicide 

35 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

6 

2 

— - 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

36 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T  OTALS  ... 

977 

33 

3 

11 

9 

58 

253 

257 

353 

21 


53  Weeks  ended  1st  January,  1955. 


short  list — grouped  according  to 
ward  residence) 


Deaths  at  All  Ages 


Class 

i 

1  © 

|  hC 

!  o 't 

© 

d 

•r4 

S4 

eg 

-d  rt 

o 

•r< 

pH 

-4^  Ph 

m 

c3 

a  td 

O  =i 

dsj 

o 

O 

4-3  Ph 

c$ 

*i-H 

S'g 

£ 

£ 

© 

75  % 

d  -c 

•  pH  pH 

1  "2 
3d 

,  r7 

rj  Ph 

d  d 
©  d* 

Ph  > 

a  "2 

0)  d 

'  r7 

a  d 
©  ^ 
pd  & 

No. 

.  > 
4> 

m 

S  > 

hP 

Co 

d  > 
O  *■" 

43 

U1 

d  eg 

CO 

d 

43 

m 

jc  eg 

°  ^ 
O  ^ 

Ph 

d  ^ 

<3 

CO 

£4  eg 
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DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

Comparative  Rates  for  the  Past  Five  Years. 


Bronchitis 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Deaths  .... 

99 

118 

86 

92 

88 

Rates  .... 

1.16  ... 

1.40... 

1.03 

Ul.... 

1.06 

Pneumonia 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Deaths  . 

36.... 

46... 

46.... 

37 

36 

Rates  . 

....  0.42... 

0.55... 

0.55.... 

0,44.... 

0.43 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Deaths 

.  11 

....  16  .. 

11  .. 

13  . 

15 

Rates 

.  0.13 

....  0.19  .. 

..  0.13  .. 

..  0.16  .. 

..  0.18 

Total  from  All  Respiratory  Causes 

1950 

1951 

1952  1953 

1954 

Deaths 

.  146  .. 

..  180  .. 

..  143  ....  142  .... 

139 

Rates 

.  1.71  .. 

..  2.14  .. 

1.71  ....  1.71  .... 

1.67 

Cancer 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Deaths 

• 

141 

..  155  .. 

155  .. 

..  156  .. 

..  122 

Rates 

1.67  .. 

..  1.84  .. 

..  1.85  .. 

..  1.88  .. 

..  1.48 

No. 

of  Deaths  from  Cancer, 

1896—1954. 

1896—1900 

137 

1926—1930 

410 

1901—1905 

179 

1931—1935 

538 

1906—1910 

223 

1936—1940 

586 

1911—1915 

276 

1941—1945 

609 

1916—1920 

308 

1946—1950 

669 

1921—1925 

347 

1951—1954 
(four  years) 

588 
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Graph  showing  the  birth  rate  in  the  County  Borough 
of  Wigan  for  the  years  187-1 — 1954. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  is  33,  or  27.0  per  1,000 
births,  and  of  children  over  one  year  and  under  five  years  3,  or  .04  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  (In  1953  there  were  49  deaths  under  one  year,  a  rate  of 
37.6  per  1,000). 

The  Neo-Natal  death  rate  (deaths  per  1,000  live  births  on  or  before  the 
28th  day  of  life)  was  21.2.  The  actual  numbers  : — - 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

.  15 

10 

25 

Illegitimate  . 

.  — — 

1 

1 

15 

11 

26 

Of  these  23,  i.e.,  88%  died  during  the  first  week  of  life. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  27.0  is  the  lowest  recorded  and  is  an 
achievement  which  we  shall  strive  to  maintain. 

The  infant  deaths  occurred  as  follows  : — 

Home  Hospital,  Etc. 

8  ....  21  Billinge 

—  4  R.A.E.  Infirmary 

33  Total. 

Prematurity  remains  as  the  greatest  single  cause  of  death  (13),  whilst 
pneumonia  claimed  5  and  congenital  malformations  6.  An  analysis  of  live 
premature  births  is  set  out  in  the  following  table. 


ANALYSIS  OF  LIVE  PREMATURE  BIRTHS,  1954 
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Maternal  Mortality. 


Maternal  Deaths  : — 

No  death  was  recorded. 

Comparative  figures  for  the  last  five  years  : — 

1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

Deaths  .  1  ....  1  ....  -  ....  1  - 

Rate  .  0.71  ....  0.73  ....  —  ....  0.74  ....  — 

Births  .  1,366  ....  1,329  ....1,347  ....  1,303  ....  1,224 


Inquests  and  Uncertified  Deaths. 

(Wigan  residents  only). 

The  number  of  inquests  held  during  1954  was  76,  and  the  following 
verdicts  have  been  recorded  : — 


1.  Natural  Causes 

2.  Accidents — Drowned 

„  Falls 

,,  Burns 

,,  Colliery  ... 

,,  Road 

,,  Railway 

,,  Coal  Gas 

„  Operation 

„  Others  ... 

3.  Suicides — Coal  Gas  ... 

„  Cut  Throat 

„  Hanging  ... 

„  ^11 

4.  Open — Drowning 

,,  Coal  Gas 

5.  Manslaughter 

6.  Murder 


35 

2 

7 

3 

2 

5 

1 

3 
2 
2 

4 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 

1 

76 


There  was  no  uncertified  death  in  1954. 


Section  !  I  i 


National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 


Provision  of 

Health  Services 
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CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN  UNDER 

SCHOOL  AGE. 

The  undermentioned  Centres  are  open  on  the  days  and  at  the  times 
stated 


Centre. 

Wigan  Central  Clinic, 
Millgate. 


Pemberton  Clinic  : 
15,  Billinge  Boad. 


Scholes  Clinic  : 

St.  Catharine’s  Mission, 
Platt  Lane. 

Worsley  Mesnes  Clinic  : 
Methodist  Church, 
Poolstock  Lane. 

Springfield  Clinic  : 

St.  Andrew’s  Church  House, 
Woodhouse  Lane. 

Lamberhead  Green  Clinic  : 
Methodist  Church, 

Fleet  Street. 

Goose  Green  Clinic  : 
Methodist  Church, 
Northumberland  Street. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  : 

Wigan  Central  Clinic, 
Millgate. 


Days  Open. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic : 
Wednesday  afternoons,  2  to  4-0  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinic  : 

Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 

A  Consultant  attends  on  one  Thursday 
of  each  month. 

Post-natal  Clinic  : 

On  two  Thursdays  each  month  at  2  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  young  children : 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  mornings. 

Class  for  expectant  mothers  : 

Friday  afternoons  at  2  p.m. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic : 
Monday  afternoons,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinic  : 

Thursday  afternoons  at  2  p.m. 

A  Consultant  attends  on  one  Thursday 
of  each  month. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Friday  afternoons,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Wednesday  mornings,  10  a.m.  to 
12  noon. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Tuesday  afternoons,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Thursday  mornings,  10  a.m.  to 
12  noon. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Thursday  afternoons,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Open  each  Monday  morning.  Surgeon 
attends  twice  monthly.  Cases  from 
Ince,  Hindley  and  Standish  also  attend. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Two  ante-ntaal  clinics  are  held  each  week — -one  in  the  Clinic,  Millgate,  the 
other  in  Billinge  Road,  Pemberton.  An  Assistant  Medical  Officer  conducts 
each  clinic  and  a  Consultant  attends  at  each  on  one  session  per  month.  The 
midwives  attend  in  turn  and  are  encouraged  to  bring  their  booked  cases. 


Wigan  Centre 

Pemberton 

Weekly 

Special 

Weekly 

Special 

Number  of  Primary  Cases 

Clinic 

Clinic 

Clinic 

Clinic 

attending  Clinic  during  year  .. 

..  303 

4 

142 

116 

Total  number  of  attendances 

..  1,412 

144 

743 

398 

Classes  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

A  mothercraft  training  and  exercise  class  for  expectant  primiperae  meets  at 
the  Central  Clinic  each  week.  It  is  conducted  by  a  Health  Visitor  and  the 
Supervisor  of  Mid  wives.  50  classes  were  held  during  the  year  1954  and  447 
attendances  were  made  by  mothers. 

Routine  chest  X-ray  of  expectant  mothers  has  not  yet  been  developed 
but  blood-testing  for  the  rhesus  factor  and  the  Wasserman  or  Kahn  reactions 
is  part  of  the  routine  examination  of  ante-natal  patients.  Some  general 
practitioners  send  their  patients  to  have  this  procedure  carried  out  at  the 
clinics.  Iron  therapy  in  the  form  of  Fersolate  tablets  is  available  and  a  supply 
of  welfare  orange  juice  and  vitamins  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  clinics. 
Maternity  outfits  are  available  for  domestic  confinements  and  are  under  the 
charge  of  the  non-medical  supervisor  of  mid  wives.  The  midwife  engaged  is 
responsible  for  ensuring  that  each  of  her  patients  is  provided  with  an  outfit. 

Post-Natal  Clinics. 

For  post-natal  care  two  sessions  per  month  are  held  at  one  centre,  each 
alternate  session  being  attended  by  a  consultant.  Domiciliary  cases  where 
no  doctor  was  engaged  and  cases  delivered  in  hospital  may  attend  for  examina¬ 
tion.  232  new  cases  were  examined  during  the  year  and  there  were  52  return 
cases,  a  total  of  284. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers. 

There  is  one  residential  home  in  Wigan  for  expectant  and  nursing  un¬ 
married  mothers.  It  is  under  the  control  of  the  Liverpool  Diocesan  Church 
Council  but  is  not  restricted  to  Church  of  England  members  and  the  local 
authority  pay  a  substantial  amount  yearly  towards  its  maintenance.  The 
local  health  authority  clinics  are  available  to  the  girls  and  full  advantage  is 
taken  of  these  facilities. 
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Child  Welfare  Centres. 

The  local  authority  has  provided  seven  child  welfare  centres,  at  which  one 
clinic  is  held  each  week.  Each  is  in  the  charge  of  a  Health  Visitor  and  an 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  attends  at  each  session.  During  the  year  attend¬ 
ances  were  as  follows  : — 


Clinic 

under 

1  year 

Children 
over 
under  2 

2  and 
under  5 

Total 

Primary 

cases 

Cases 
examined 
by  medical 
attendant 

Mothers 

Attend’g 

Central  . 

1860 

296 

311 

2467 

263 

898 

2208 

Scholes  . 

1154 

223 

325 

1702 

156 

928 

1452 

Pemberton  . 

1520 

288 

465 

2273 

230 

798 

2008 

Worsley  Mesnes  . . . 

595 

143 

110 

848 

72 

390 

748 

Springfield  . 

1245 

237 

229 

1711 

124 

413 

1560 

Drummond  Square 

236 

72 

121 

429 

22 

164 

346 

(to  13-5-54) 

Fleet  Street  . 

466 

85 

199 

750 

114 

313 

584 

(from  20-5-54) 

Goose  Green . 

470 

104 

175 

749 

90 

256 

600 

(from  22-4-54) 

7546 

1448 

1935 

10929 

1071 

4160 

9506 

Comparative  attendances  for  the  last  5  years  : 


Infants : 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total  Attendances  .... 

9752  . 

...  10936  . 

...  11328  . 

...  12748  . 

...  10929 

Primary  Attendances 
Expectant  Mothers  : 

1153 

...  1368  . 

1179 

...  1117  . 

...  1071 

Central : 

Weekly  Clinic  . 

1767 

1775  . 

...  1879  . 

...  1679  . 

1412 

Special  Clinic  . 

Pemberton  : 

166 

...  187  . 

...  168  . 

146  . 

144 

Weekly  Clinic  . 

864  . 

831  . 

...  847  . 

...  870  . 

...  743 

Special  Clinic  . 

328  . 

...  372  . 

353  . 

...  428  . 

...  398 

In  April  an  additional  child  welfare  clinic  was  opened  in  the  Goose  Green  # 
area.  It  is  fulfilling  a  long-felt  need  and  the  average  monthly  attendance  was 
83  children. 

In  May  the  Clinic  held  in  the  Boys’  Club  at  Drummond  Square  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  more  suitable  premises  in  Fleet  Street  and  is  proving  popular. 

There  is  as  yet  no  clinic  on  the  Worsley  Hall  Estate,  but  it  is  hoped  to  build 
premises  there  in  the  near  future. 

No  consultant  attends  at  the  child  welfare  centres  but  cases  are  referred 
from  them  to  the  Paediatrician  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary.  A 
Health  Visitor  attends  the  Paediatric  Clinic  at  the  Infirmary  weekly  as  liaison 
officer  and  adviser  on  the  social  aspects  of  the  cases.  Cases  are  also  referred 
to  the  Infirmary  for  orthoptic  treatment. 

Orthopaedic  treatment  and  speech  therapy  are  available  at  the  local 
authority’s  clinic  in  Millgate. 
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Distribution  op  Welfare  Foods. 

On  the  28th  June,  1954,  the  responsibility  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare 
Foods  was  transferred  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  Local  Authority  as  part 
of  their  duties  under  the  National  Health  Service.  Two  clerks  employed  in  the 
local  Food  Office  were  appointed  by  the  Corporation  in  connection  with  the 
transfer. 

Until  suitable  premises  were  available  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods 
was  continued  from  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  premises  in  Palatine  Buildings. 
On  the  27th  September,  1954  the  Department  opened  a  Welfare  Foods  Shop  in 
the  Municipal  Buildings  and  from  that  date  welfare  foods  have  been  distributed 
from  these  premises. 

The  quantity  of  Welfare  Foods  distributed  during  the  period  28th  June 
to  31st  December,  1954,  is  shown  below  : 

National  Dried  Milk,  44,939  tins. 

Orange  Juice,  32,979  bottles. 

Cod  Liver  Oil,  7,427  bottles. 

Vitamin  A  and  D  tablets,  2,861  packets. 

Dental  Care  and  Treatment. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  for  the  following 
summary  of  the  dental  work  carried  out  during  the  year  for  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Section. 

Arrangements  for  the  dental  examination  and  treatment  of  children  and 
expectant  mothers  under  the  Priority  Service  have  been  continued  as  in 
previous  years. 

Two  sessions  each  week  were  allocated  for  this  work  and  mothers  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  were  urged  to  attend  for  a  dental  inspection.  In  many  cases 
there  was  still  a  reluctance  to  accept  dental  treatment.  The  repeated  advice 
which  was  given  to  these  patients,  however,  showed  some  effect  and  there  was 
evidence  of  a  stricter  attention  to  the  importance  of  oral  hygiene. 

A  talk  on  ‘  dental  matters  ’  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  Health 
Visitors.  The  interest  and  enthusiasm  shown  by  them  was  very  gratifying, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  this  will  prove  of  further  help  in  the  efficient  working  of 
the  service. 

In  addition  to  the  inspections  carried  out  at  both  the  nurseries,  children 
of  pre-school  age  are  referred  for  dental  treatment  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  and  Health  Visitors. 

The  Health  Centre,  Millgate,  with  its  two  well-equipped  dental  surgeries, 
the  services  of  a  consultant  Orthodontic  Surgeon  and  the  availability  of  an 
X-ray  for  diagnostic  purposes  in  the  building,  ensure  an  adequate  Priority 
Dental  Service  in  Wigan. 

Analysis  of  Priority  Dental  Care. 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally  Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  ....  ... 

207 

100 

89 

83 

Children  under  five  ...  ...  . 

69 

47 

41 

41 

34 


Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided  : — 


Ex¬ 

trac¬ 

tions 

Anaesi 

:hetics 

Fill¬ 

ings 

Scaling 

or 

Scaling 
and  gum 
treat¬ 
ment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

treat¬ 

ment 

Dress¬ 

ings 

Radio 

graphs 

Dent 

provi 

urea 

ded 

Local 

Gen¬ 

eral 

Com¬ 

plete 

Par¬ 

tial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing 
mothers 

37 

37 

. 

58 

72 

. 

_ 

. 

_  .  . 

_ 

Children 
under  five 

28 

28 

- 

18 

19 

8 

- 

_ 

. 

_ 

In  addition  to  the  above,  306  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  inspected 
under  the  School  Dental  Service. 


NURSERY 

The  24-hour  Nursery  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  is  situated  at 
Ellesmere  Road,  Pemberton,  and  since  August,  when  the  extension  was 
opened,  has  accommodation  for  67  children  during  the  day  and  17  at  night. 

The  Nursery  is  recognised  as  a  Training  Nursery  for  the  National  Nursery 
Examination  Board  Certificate  for  Nursery  Nurses.  During  the  year  four 
students  were  presented  and  passed  the  examination,  three  of  these  obtaining 
in  addition,  the  Infant  Care  Certificate. 

The  demand  for  admission  to  children  of  the  nursery  continues  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  50  applicants  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  revised  charges  made  by  the  local  authority  as  a  sequel  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  circular  23/52  have  not  caused  any  diminution  in  the  numbers  of 
children  attending.  The  revised  charges  were  set  out  in  full  in  the  report  for 
1952,  and  remain  unchanged. 

The  average  attendances  during  the  year  were  : 


Day  Night 

(including  those  who 
remain  at  night) 

Children  under  2  years  of  age  .  17  ....  5 

Children  between  2  and  5  years  .  32  ....  6 

Totals  .  49  11 


Nursery  and  Child  Minders’  Regulation  Act,  1948. 

There  are  no  industrial  nurseries  in  the  area  but  one  person  is  registered 
as  a  child  minder.  Regular  visits  have  been  paid  by  the  department  to  ensure 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  complied  with. 
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FAMILY  PLACING  CLINIC 

The  authority  is  sympathetic  towards  the  dissemination  of  information 
regarding  infertility  and  the  spacing  of  families,  and  grants  the  use  of  the 
premises  in  Millgate  to  the  Wigan  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association. 
An  evening  session  is  held  once  each  week  and  is  well  attended.  The  average 
attendance  per  session  being  8  new  cases  and  13  return  cases.  For  lay  staff  the 
clinic  relies  on  voluntary  workers  from  the  association.  In  addition  specially 
trained  women  doctors  and  nurses  are  employed  at  each  session.  This  service 
although  not  in  any  way  advertised  in  the  public  press  is  popular. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

The  present  establishment  of  the  service  comprises  a  non-medical  Super¬ 
visor  and  13  Municipal  Mid  wives. 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  them  during  the  year  was  679,  as 
compared  with  722  in  1953.  The  midwives  acted  as  maternity  nurses  in  110 
cases.  The  average  number  of  cases  attended  by  each  was  52.  Although  the 
doctor  was  engaged  in  73%  of  the  cases  he  was  present  at  the  delivery  of  only 
21%. 

Booking  for  confinement  in  hospital  is  restricted  to  certain  categories  of 
patients,  i.e.,  where  there  is  some  obstetrical  abnormality  ;  for  primiparae  who 
seek  admission,  for  cases  where  there  is  some  associated  medical  condition  and 
for  those  whose  home  conditions  are  unsuitable.  The  supervisor  of  midwives 
visits  the  homes  of  all  who  apply  on  social  grounds  and  there  is  good  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  this  direction  between  the  hospital,  the  general  practitioners  and  the 
clinics. 

No  fewer  than  56%  of  the  births  in  Wigan  take  place  on  the  district,  a 
number  which  is  without  equal  in  the  north  west.  Institutional  midwifery  has 
never  been  popular  in  the  Borough  and  the  shortage  of  midwifery  beds  has 
prevented  any  major  change  in  this  direction  since  1948. 

The  midwives  are  on  duty  by  rota  at  the  ante-natal  clinics.  This  helps 
to  keep  them  up-to-date  in  modern  methods  and  also  gives  them  an  opportunity 
of  having  their  clinical  findings  confirmed. 

At  the  ante-natal  clinics  240  samples  of  blood  were  taken  for  Wasserman 
reaction  and  331  for  the  rhesus  factor. 

Medical  Aid. 

By  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  midwives  are  required  to  send 
for  medical  aid  under  conditions  and  for  reasons  which  are  specified.  Medical 
aid  was  summoned  in  141  cases — in  131  cases  for  the  mother  alone  and  in  10 
cases  for  the  child  alone.  The  general  practitioner  had  been  engaged  in  58 
of  these  cases. 

Analgesia  and  Anaesthesia. 

A  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  Service  is  provided  by  the  Department  and  all 
the  municipal  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  analgesia. 

Five  outfits  are  available  and  they  are  transported  to  and  from  the  homes 
of  the  patients  by  the  Ambulance  Service. 

The  popularity  of  this  service  has  grown  considerably,  70%  of  cases  having 
availed  themselves  of  it. 

Pethidine  was  introduced  during  1953  and  all  midwives  were  instructed  in 
its  use.  It  was  administered  in  362  cases  during  1954. 

The  midwives  advise  all  their  patients  on  the  advantages  of  having 
analgesia  unless  it  is  contrary  indicated  on  medical  grounds. 
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Transport  or  Midwives. 

Midwives  are  allowed  to  use  the  Corporation’s  bus  services  free  of  charge. 
At  such  times  as  the  buses  are  not  available  they  may  call  on  the  ambulance 
service  for  transport  by  car. 

Maternity  Homes. 

The  Christopher  Home,  administered  by  the  Wigan  and  Leigh  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  is  the  only  Nursing  or  Maternity  Home  within  the 
Borough.  Six  beds  are  available  for  maternity  cases  and  during  the  year 
there  were  42  Wigan  births  in  the  Home. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Year 

No. 

Notified 

Cases 

at 

Treated  : 

in  Vision 

Vision 

Total 

1954  ... 

Home. 

Hospital  Unimpaired. 

Impaired. 

Blindness 

1953  .... 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1952  .... 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1951  .... 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1950  .... 

1 

1 

—  1 

— 

— 

Emergency  Obstetrical  Unit. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Wigan  and  Leigh  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee  a  mobile  Obstetrical  Unit  based  on  Billinge  Hospital  is  available  for 
cases  of  obstetrical  emergency  occurring  within  the  Borough.  The  unit, 
composed  of  an  obstetrician  and  an  experienced  hospital  nurse,  along 
with  equipment  for  blood  transfusion,  is  transported  to  the  home  by  the 
Borough  Ambulance  Service.  The  service  was  used  twice  during  the  year, 
in  each  case  with  a  successful  result. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

The  number  of  premature  infants  (i.e.,  weighing  lbs.  or  less  at  birth) 
notified  during  the  year  was  124  ;  of  these  33  were  born  at  home  and  91  in 
hospital. 

The  early  care  of  the  premature  infants  born  at  home  is  undertaken  by 
one  midwife,  who  has  shown  special  aptitude  for  this  work. 

The  arrangement  is  that  on  receiving  information  of  the  birth  the  “  pre¬ 
mature  baby  ”  midwife  takes  over  the  case  entirely  and  attends  both  mother 
and  baby.  Visits  are  paid  daily  or  more  often  if  necessary,  special  attention 
being  given  to  the  feeding  and  handling  of  the  baby.  Special  equipment  in 
the  form  of  a  draught-proof  cot  with  bedding  and  hot- water  bottles  is  available 
on  loan. 

Daily  record  charts  are  made  out  for  each  infant  and  these  are  made 
available  to  the  doctor  attending  the  cases. 

The  intensive  visiting  is  continued  during  the  first  month  or  until  such 
time  as  baby  has  attained  normal  standards.  By  these  means  the  mother  is 
given  every  opportunity  of  learning  how  to  handle  and  tend  the  infant. 

During  the  year  33  premature  babies  received  this  concentrated  attention. 
The  results  are  very  good  and  fully  justify  the  time  devoted  to  them. 

An  up-to-date  premature  baby  unit  is  now  functioning  at  Billinge  Hospital 
under  the  control  of  the  Consultant  Paediatrician.  Close  liaison  is  maintained 
with  the  Department,  expecially  when  babies  are  about  to  be  discharged  to 
home. 
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It  is  interesting  to  record  that  although  in  Wigan  there  is  a  high  incidence 
of  premature  births,  those  infants  who  survive  the  first  week  of  life  on  the 
whole  do  well. 

Retrolental  Fibroplasia. 

No  cases  were  reported  during  1954. 


HEALTH  VISITING 


Summary  of  visits  during  the  year  1954  : 

No.  of  primary  visits  to  births 
„  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  .... 

,,  ,,  infants  over  one  year  and  under  two  years 

„  ,,  infants  over  two  and  under  three  years 

,,  ,,  infants  over  three  and  under  four  years 

„  ,,  infants  over  four  years  and  under  five 

,,  ,,  expectant  mothers 

,,  ,,  cases  of  infectious  disease 

,,  ,,  re  deaths  under  one  year  ... 

„  ,,  abortions  .... 

,,  „  still  births . 

„  Other  visits  . 


1255 

7852 

4446 

3662 

2952 

2846 

80 

131 

25 

3 

34 

563 


The  number  of  Health  Visitors  was  increased  to  eight  during  the  year. 

Two  student  health  visitors  passed  the  examination  for  the  Health  Visitor’s 
Certificate  and  were  accepted  on  the  staff  from  July. 

During  the  year,  four  student  Health  Visitors  from  the  Bolton  Training 
School  have  received  practical  training  in  the  Department. 

A  Health  Visitor  continues  to  attend  the  Out-Patient  Paediatric  Clinic 
held  each  week  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary.  This  has  proved  to  be 
a  valuable  link  between  the  home  and  the  hospital  as  the  Department  is  able 
to  advise  the  specialist  on  the  social  and  environmental  aspects  of  cases.  Also, 
the  Health  Visitor,  having  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  treatment  recommended, 
can  help  the  mother  to  carry  it  out  in  the  home. 

The  number  of  home  visits  has  increased  since  an  additional  Health 
Visitor  was  appointed. 

Two  Clinic  Nurses,  one  a  trained  nurse  and  one  an  enrolled  assistant  nurse, 
give  part-time  help  at  the  Infant  Clinics.  They  release  the  Health  Visitors 
from  minor  routine  duties  so  that  their  specialised  knowledge  can  be  used  to 
the  best  advantage. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  in  Wigan  as  compared  with  the  general  rate 
for  the  country  is  27.0,  against  25.5.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded 
in  Wigan  and  never  before  has  it  so  closely  approximated  the  figure  for  the 

whole  country. 
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THE  CHILDREN  ACT,  1948. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Children’s  Department,  co-operation  on  the  lines 
of  Home  Office  Circular  193/49  has  been  well  established.  In  the  early  days  of 
the  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed  Medical  Adviser 
to  the  Children’s  Department  and  assumed  responsibility  for  certain  aspects  of 
the  well-being  of  children  coming  into  the  care  of  the  Department.  He  was 
also  available  to  give  advice  on  administrative  matters  in  relation  to  the  plan¬ 
ning  and  management  of  nurseries  and  other  residential  establishments. 

Medical  and  dental  examination  of  children  who  are  to  be  boarded  out 
is  undertaken  by  the  Department  and  weekly  visits  are  paid  by  an  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  residential  nursery  at  £  The  Elms.’  Health 
Visitors  undertake  visits  to  the  homes  of  foster-mothers  and  prospective 
adopters  when  required. 

CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED  IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES. 

The  local  authority  implemented  the  recomendations  contained  in 
circular  78/50  and  designated  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the  officer 
responsible  for  liaison  and  co-ordination  in  matters  affecting  children  neglected 
or  ill-treated  in  their  own  homes. 

The  Council  also  appointed  the  Chairmen  and  Vice-Chairmen  of  the 
Children’s,  Education,  Estates  and  Health  Committees  to  determine  questions 
of  a  special  nature  on  the  subject  of  the  circular  at  elected  representative  level. 

During  the  year  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  call  this  Committee 
but  many  cases  have  been  dealt  with  at  officer  level  with  encouraging  results. 

As  most  problem  families  seem  eventually  to  become  unhoused  and 
gravitate  to  the  Welfare  Home  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  policy  of  the  Health  Committee  to 
set  up  nine  family  units  of  accommodation  at  the  Welfare  Home  has  eased  the 
problem  considerably,  and  has  enabled  a  useful  amount  of  preventive  re¬ 
habilitation  to  take  place.  Further  reference  to  this  unit  is  made  under 
Temporary  Accommodation,  page  65. 

HOME  NURSING 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  has  continued  to  function  from  the  Nurses’ 
Home,  New  Market  Street.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining 
nurses  who  are  willing  to  be  resident  in  the  home.  At  present  only  the  Super¬ 
intendent,  her  deputy  and  one  nurse  are  in  residence.  The  opportunity  has 
been  taken  to  oiler  accommodation  in  the  building  to  other  members  of  the 
Health  Department  stall,  and  this  has  helped  to  keep  the  costs  of  running  the 
home  within  reasonable  limits.  In  the  interests  of  further  economy  the 
possibility  of  running  the  service  on  a  wholly  non-resident  basis  from  the 
Health  Department  has  been  considered.  The  building  in  New  Market  Street 
would  then  be  converted  into  flats  for  the  use  of  nursing  and  other  staff  of  the 
Department. 

Transport. 

The  two  Ford  cars  provided  for  the  nurses  continue  to  give  invaluable 
service  and  assist  materially  in  maintaining  an  efficient,  economical  nursing 
service, 
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Petrol 

Oil 

Average 

Reg.  No. 

Mileage 

Galls. 

Pints 

M.P.G.  M.P.P 

AJP  275 

8758 

373 

m 

23.5  701 

AJP  334 

7959 

368 

21.6  1224 

16717 

741 

19 

22.6 

880 

Bicycles  are  provided  and  an  allowance  of  5/-  per  week  is  made  towards 
maintenance  if  a  nurse  provides  her  own  autocycle. 

The  establishment  remains  as  in  previous  years — one  Superintendent, 
one  Deputy  Superintendent  and  eleven  nurses,  two  of  whom  are  male  nurses. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  work  done  during  1954  : — 


No.  of  cases  on  the  books  on  1st  January,  1954  ....  ....  ....  258 

No.  of  new  cases  during  1954  .  1,834 

No.  of  visits  paid  by  the  nurses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  47,343 

No.  of  cases  ceased  to  be  visited  : — 

Now  convalescent  ....  ....  ....  '  ....  ....  ....  711 

Removed  to  hospital....  ....  ....  ....  .  203 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  214 

Other  reasons  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  694 

-  1,822 


No.  of  cases  remaining  on  the  books  on  the  31st  December,  1954  270 

9 

A  classification  of  cases  attended  during  1954  will  be  found  as  an  appendix 
to  this  report  on  page  100. 

Refresher  Courses. 

One  nurse  is  sent  each  year  to  a  Refresher  Course  organised  by  the  Queen’s 
Institute  of  District  Nurses.  No  arrangements  exist  for  the  local  training  of 
district  nurses. 

NURSING  EQUIPMENT 

A  stock  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus  is  provided  at  the  Home  in 
New  Market  Street.  This  service  is  available  upon  request  to  members  of  the 
public  at  any  time  during  the  day  or  evening  and  a  nominal  weekly  charge 
is  made  as  it  has  been  found  that  without  this  the  equipment  is  not  returned 
in  reasonable  time. 

The  issue  of  this  loan  equipment  adds  an  unnecessary  burden  to  the  work 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service.  In  consequence,  arrange¬ 
ments  are  in  hand  to  transfer  the  issue  of  loan  goods  to  the  Health  Office. 

VACCINATION 


The  following  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  1954 


Under  1 

1 

2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs. 

Over 

Total 

year 

year 

inclusive  inclusive 

15  yrs. 

Primary  ....  172 

29 

20  20 

49 

290 

Re-vaccination  — 

— 

—  5 

41 

46 

Totals  172 

29 

20  25 

90 

336 

40 


172  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  were  vaccinated  during  the  year. 
Comparing  this  figure  with  the  number  of  births  during  the  same  period,  it  will 
be  seen  that  only  14  per  cent,  of  the  infants  were  vaccinated. 

This  proportion  is  a  decidedly  low  one,  although  it  is  no  worse  than  the 
average  annual  figures  since  1948,  when  the  Vaccination  Acts  1867-1907  were 
repealed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  continuation  of  such  a  low  vaccinal  state 
constitutes  a  danger,  as  the  epidemics  in  the  cotton  towns  during  the  last  few 
years  have  shown.  Smallpox  can  occur  in  the  community  at  any  time  and  its 
origins  may  be  so  nebulous  that  the  best  preventive  action  cannot  become 
fully  effective  until  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  population  have  been 
placed  at  risk.  It  is  with  this  in  mind  that  the  Health  Committee  have  decided 
to  extend  their  proposals  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  to  enable 
their  Medical  Officers  to  undertake  vaccination  of  infants  and  others  in  clinics 
and  at  schools  and  places  of  work.  During  the  three  months  in  which  vaccina¬ 
tions  were  performed  in  the  clinics  70  young  children  were  successfully 
vaccinated. 

IMMUNISATION 

Preventive  inoculation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  offered  in  the  Borough 
since  December,  1936,  for  children  of  pre-school  and  school  age.  The  use  of  a 
combined  vaccine  giving  protection  against  both  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  was  introduced  in  the  clinics  in  July,  1954. 

Although  the  local  health  authority  expend  time  and  money  on  joining 
in  with  the  national  advertising  campaigns,  the  Health  Visitor  with  her 
personal  approach  is  the  spearhead  of  the  drive  for  a  high  level  of  primary 
protection  against  Diphtheria,  while  the  school  nurse  is  in  a  unique  position 
to  coax  the  reluctant  parent  of  the  primary  school  child  to  agree  to  the  child 
receiving  a  booster  dose  of  prophylactic. 

Inoculation  carried  out  during  1954  : — 


Diphtheria  :  M.  &  C.W.  School 

Private 

Clinic 

Clinic 

Doctors 

Total 

Primary  . 

209 

213 

126 

548 

Re-inoculation  . 

1 

1273 

37 

1311 

210 

1486 

163 

1859 

Combined  Diphtheria  and  Pertussis  : 

Primary  . ‘ . 

210 

— 

110 

320 

Re-inoculation  . 

— 

— 

9 

9 

210 

— 

119 

329 

Pertussis  : 

Primary  . 

158 

— 

12 

170 

Under 

1-4 

5-14 

1  year. 

years. 

years. 

Total. 

Estimated  present  child  population 
immunised  against  Diphtheria 
Estimated  present  child  population 

31% 

54% 

49% 

49% 

immunised  against  Pertussis 

16.5% 

5.5% 

0.1% 

2.6% 
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Ambulance  Service. 

The  year  1954  has  been  the  first  full  year  that  the  service  has  operated 
from  its  new  headquarters  and  although  from  an  operational  point  of  view 
it  has  been  a  highly  successful  one.  The  statistics  cannot  be  used  for  purposes 
of  direct  comparison  with  previous  years. 

The  year  opened  in  the  shadow  of  the  opening  of  the  new  Ambulance 
Station  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  at  Standish  and  closed  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  that  by  mid- 1955  a  further  new  station  would  be  opened  at  Billinge  to 
take  away  the  remainder  of  the  agency  work  performed  for  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

It  is  difficult  not  to  criticize  the  policy  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
in  these  matters  but  it  must  appear  obvious  to  all  concerned  that  the  economy 
of  both  services  will  be  seriously  affected  by  the  opening  of  the  two  stations. 

With  this  point  in  mind  I  present  the  statistics  of  this  report  and  submit 
that  only  general  comparisons  should  be  made.  As  a  general  indication  of  the 
average  number  of  miles  per  patient  carried  the  following  small  table  will 
show  a  reasonable  comparison  to  1953. 


Average  miles  per  Patient.  Average  miles  per  Patient 
Wigan  &  L.C.C.  combined.  Including  Wigan  &  L.C.C. 

*Exc.  all  other  repayment  work,  and  all  repayable  A/cs. 

1953  .  6.3  5.5 

1954  .  5.9  4.6 

*  This  work  includes  the  following  :  Mentally  defective  children, 

all  Welfare  Department  work,  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia,  Hospital 
Management  Committee  work,  Civil  Defence,  Midwives’  transport 
and  calls  from  other  authorities. 

The  nett  saving  could  be  the  result  of  a  combination  of  three  factors. 
Firstly,  the  loss  of  the  Standish  agency  with  its  greater  mileage  per  patient, 
although  this  has  been  partly  offset  by  the  additional  mileage  now  being 
incurred  daily  in  transporting  Mentally  Defective  Children  from  the  Billinge 
and  Up  Holland  areas  to  the  Occupation  Centre.  Secondly,  increased  opera¬ 
tional  efficiency  would  account  for  a  proportion  of  the  saving  whilst  last,  but 
not  least,  is  the  impact  of  the  radio-telephone  equipment  installed  during  the 
year.  Just  how  much  the  latter  two  factors  have  helped  in  the  saving  is  hard 
to  say,  but  obviously  they  are  both  closely  allied  to  each  other  and  it  is  reason¬ 
able  to  say  that  the  radio-telecommunication  equipment  is  now  beginning  to 
pay  for  itself. 
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Ambulance  Station. 

The  buildings  have  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year,  all  neces¬ 
sary  repairs  being  carried  out.  The  domestic  accommodation  was  completely 
redecorated  early  in  the  year  and  it  is  felt  that  in  view  of  the  inadequate 
accommodation  at  this  end  of  the  building  the  decorating  should  be  carried 
out  at  more  frequent  intervals  than  the  usual  six  years. 

Personnel. 

Establishment  of  service  as  at  31st  December  : 

1  Superintendent 
1  Assistant  Superintendent 

1  Clerk  Storekeeper 
4  Control  Assistants 

24  Driver/attendants 

2  Attendants 
1  Handyman 

Civil  Defence. 

Regular  sectional  training  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  but 
despite  an  early  start  with  driving  instruction  only  one  pupil  succeeded  in 
passing  his  driving  test.  This  fact  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  condition  of 
the  vehicle  provided  for  instructional  purposes. 

It  has  now  been  agreed  in  principle  that  a  serviceable  vehicle  from  the 
fleet  should  be  transferred  to  the  Civil  Defence  Committee  subject  to  an  early 
replacement  being  obtained. 

On  Sunday,  20th  June,  the  service  took  part  with  the  Civil  Defence  Corps, 
the  Auxiliary  Eire  Service  and  the  National  Hospital  Reserve  m  a  combined 
exercise  “  Tryout.”  In  all,  seven  ambulances  manned  by  Ambulance  Service 

and  Civil  Defence  personnel  took  part. 

The  operation  was  very  instructing  and  emphasised  the  gap  that  exists 
between  first  aid  treatment  of  the  casualties  and  their  removal  to  the  care  of 
the  Ambulance  Service.  This  gap  has  now  been  made  the  responsibility  of 
the  Ambulance  Casualty  Collecting  Section  as  the  Service  would  be  known 
under  operational  conditions.  It  is  anticipated  that  training  under  the  new 
syllabus  will  be  able  to  commence  some  time  in  the  spring. 

* 

Vehicles. 

No  new  vehicles  have  been  taken  into  service  since  the  last  report  and  no 
vehicles  have  been  disposed  of. 

Routine  repairs  and  maintenance  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Transpoit 
Department. 

A  total  of  11,059  gallons  of  petrol  and  105?  gallons  of  oil  have  been  con¬ 
sumed  for  a  total  of  148,203  miles  run.  An  analysis  per  vehicle  is  attached 

Age  of  Vehicle  in  Years  : 

3_4  4-5  5-6  6-7  Over  10 

years  years  years  years  years 

1  3  1  11 


as  an  appendix. 

1-2  2-3 

years  years 

*  *  o  I 
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Total  Mileage  Run  by  each  Vehicle  : 


Reg. 

No. 

Year  of 
Purchase 

Make 

Type 

Total 

Mileage 

AEK  432 

1953 

Bedford 

Sitting  Case 

29.910 

JP 

9609 

1942 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

48,706 

AJP 

500 

1953 

Daimler 

Ambulance 

14,372 

JP 

8560 

1950 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

95,991 

JP 

7252 

1948 

Austin 

Ambulance 

83,426 

JP 

8187 

1950 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

76,000 

JP 

8879 

1951 

Bedford 

Sitting  Case 

73,517 

JP 

8800 

1950 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

33,018 

JP 

3397 

1938 

Austin 

(Infectious) 

Ambulance 

Not  known. 

AEK 

319 

1953 

Austin 

Car 

53,812  Y, 

Home  Nursing  Service  Transport. 

Driving  instruction  has  been  given  to  two  male  nurses  who  have  been 
successful  in  passing  their  driving  tests. 

The  maintenance  of  the  two  Ford  cars  is  carried  out  under  the  same 
programme  as  for  the  ambulance  fleet. 

Patients  Carried  and  Mileage  Incurred  during  1954  : 

Number  of  Patients  Total  Mileage 


Wigan  County  Borough 

...  17,794 

92,488 

Lancashire  County  Council 

4,067 

36,361 

Other  Authorities 

17 

476 

21,878 

129,325 

Analysis  : 

Wigan  County  Borough  Lancs.  County  Council 


Maternity.... 

Patients 

Carried. 

...  452 

Mileage. 

5,004 

Patients 

Carried. 

117 

Mileage. 

1,707 

Street  Accidents... 

....  290 

11,90 

42 

347 

Home  Accidents.... 

....  110 

523 

16 

133 

Works  Accidents 

93 

370 

9 

93 

Street  Illnesses  .  . 

....  175 

607 

5 

30 

Home  Illnesses  .. 

21 

94 

1 

9 

Works  Illnesses  .... 

14 

50 

— 

— 

Authorised  Officers 

72 

1,916 

15 

475 

Infectious  Diseases 

625 

2,236 

14 

400 

National  Coal  Board 

37 

330 

3 

30 

Deceased  Persons 

44 

247 

- <r- 

— 

All  Other  Cases 

....  15,861 

79,921 

3,845 

33,137 

17,794 

92,488 

4,067 

36,361 
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In  addition  the  following  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Ambulance  Service  : 


Mentally  Defective  Children  : 

Mileage. 

Wigan  County  Borough 

8,688 

8,480 

Lancashire  County  Council 

1,390 

3,896 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  .... 

390 

1,389 

Midwives  . 

60 

337 

Welfare  Services  .... 

283 

2,835 

Service  Journervs,  etc . 

102 

1,310 

Wigan  and  Leigh  Hospital  Management  Committee  .... 

- — 

201 

Civil  Defence 

— 

430 

18,878 

Petrol  and  Oil  Consumption  for  the  Year  ended  31st,  DECEMBER,  1954. 

Galls. 

Petrol  supplied  by  Wigan  Transport  Department  ....  ....  ....  10,984 

Petrol  supplied  by  Other  Authorities  .  ....  ...  ....  ...  75 

Total  .  .  11,059 


Vehicle 

Make 

Registered 

Number 

Mileage 

Petrol 

Galls. 

Oil 

Pints 

Average 
M.P.G.  M.P.P 

1 

Bedford 

AEK  432 

17,434 

1,290 

85 

13.5 

205 

2 

BBedford 

JP  9609 

20,421 

1,397 

120 

14.6 

170 

3 

Daimler 

AJP  500 

14,372 

1,391 

9 

10.3 

1,597 

4 

Bedford 

JP  8560 

15,298 

1,077 

101 

14.2 

151 

5 

Austin 

JP  7252 

11,607 

1,061 

63 

10.9 

184 

6 

Bedford 

JP  8187 

14,165 

1,117 

44 

12.7 

322 

7 

Bedford 

JP  8879 

14,038 

1,031 

117 

13.6 

120 

8 

Bedford 

JP  8800 

8,374 

667 

42 

12.5 

199 

9 

Austin 

JP  3397 

4,560 

405 

62 

11.2 

74 

Car 

Austin 

AEK  319 

27,585 

15,89 

198 

17.3 

139 

*3 

Austin 

JP  2001 

349 

34 

4 

10.2 

87 

148,203 

11,059 

845 

13.4 

175 

*  Ambulance  is  now  obsolete. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Health  Education 

Each  month,  1,150  copies  of  the  journal  “  Better  Health”  are  distributed 
in  the  district. 

Classes  for  mothers  are  held  each  week  at  the  Central  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Propaganda  regarding  Diphtheria  immunisation  has  been  carried  out 
in  conjunction  with  the  National  Campaign. 

Efforts  are  being  maintained  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  and 
especially  to  food  handlers,  the  need  for  cleanliness  and  care  in  the  preparation 
of  food. 

Measures  for  the  dissemination  of  information  to  the  public  are  being 
developed.  They  include  publication  of  literature,  display  of  posters,  etc., 
and  opportunities  are  taken  to  give  lectures  on  various  health  subjects  from 
time  to  time.  Lack  of  suitably  qualified  personnel  is  the  limiting  factor  at 
the  present  time. 

A  subscription  is  paid  each  year  by  the  Borough  Council  to  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education.  This  enables  us  to  receive  from  the  Central 
Council  much  valuable  help  and  information  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
approaching  the  public. 

Convalescence. 

During  the  year  1954,  two  cases  requiring  convalescence  were  dealt  with 
under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  One  single  woman 
and  a  child  were  accommodated  for  periods  of  two  and  eight  weeks  respectively. 

Venereal  Disease. 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Hospital 
service,  and  in  Wigan  the  clinic  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Philip  S.  Silver, 
M.R.S.,  L.R.C.P.  As  the  following  table  indicates  the  incidence  of  venereal 
diseases  is  rapidly  decreasing  and  especially  so  in  the  case  of  syphilis. 

No.  of  Wigan  Cases  dealt  with  for  the  First  Time  at  the  V.D. 

Treatment  Centres. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Syphilis  .... 

55 

74 

27 

29 

37 

21 

23 

11 

4 

11 

Gonorrhoea 

55 

113 

49 

29 

33 

22 

9 

9 

13 

10 

Other 

Conditions 

129 

119 

108 

91 

86 

69 

62 

41 

59 

36 

Total  .... 

239 

306 

184 

149 

156 

112 

94 

61 

76 

57 

The  Health  Committee  have  continued  their  arrangements  whereby 
the  V.D.  Orderly  of  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary  undertakes  the  duties 
of  Almoner. 

Efforts  are  made  to  persuade  persons  who  are  a  source  of  infection  to 
attend  for  treatment  at  the  centre.  Contact  is  made  with  patients  who  fail 
to  attend  for  treatment  with  a  view  to  stressing  the  importance  of  continued 
attendance  at  the  clinic.  The  work  done  by  the  Almoner  has  been  found  to 
produce  satisfactory  results, 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Almoner’s  report  for  the  year  1954 

Total  number  of  contacts  persuaded  to  attend  were  : 

Males  12  ;  Females  19. 

Patients  failing  to  attend  for  treatment,  etc.,  are  the  biggest  problem 
and  the  following  action  has  been  taken  to  try  and  persuade  them  to  attend. 

225  letters  were  sent  to  patients  failing  to  attend. 

167  reported  for  treatment,  etc. 

1  left  England. 

9  transferred  to  clinics  near  their  present  address. 

1  patient  admitted  to  other  hospital. 

1  patient  transferred  to  care  of  own  doctor. 

3  patients  transferred  to  other  clinics  as  in  need  of  treatment,  but  not 
suffering  from  V.I). 

3  patients  transferred  from  other  clinics. 

6  patients  died. 

8  patients  failed  to  attend  after  completion  of  treatment  but  before  final 
test. 

1  patient  defaulted  before  completion  of  treatment. 

Personal  visits  were  made  to  the  home  addresses  of  9  patients  who  failed 
to  attend  after  several  letters  had  been  sent. 


Tuberculosis.  . 

Statistical  information  regarding  the  prevalence  of  and  mortality  from 

tuberculosis  will  be  found  in  that  section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  infectious 
diseases. 

The  Tuberculosis  Visitor  is  a  full-time  member  of  the  Local  Authority 
Health  Visiting  Staff,  the  work  of  this  health  visitor  being  divided  between 
attendance  with  the  Chest  Physician  at  the  Dispensary  and  visiting  patients 
in  their  homes. 

During  the  year,  1,629  home  visits  were  paid  by  the  tuberculosis  health 
visitor. 

The  number  of  new  contacts  examined  during  the  past  three  years  was 
as  follows  : — 

1952  1953  1954 

Adults  Children  Total  Adults  Children  Total  Adults  Children  Total 
153  186  339  125  135  260  182  155  337 

Contacts  of  positive  cases  under  supervision,  31st  December,  1954  ....  407 

Contacts  under  supervision  after  B.C.Gf.  inoculation  ....  ..  .  217 


The  average  number  of  contacts  per  case  of  pulmonary  T.B.  is  as  follows  : — 


Notifications  : 

Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary 
Other  forms 

No.  of  contacts  per  case  (pulmonary  only) 


1952 

1953 

1954 

56 

67 

81 

15 

16 

7 

6.0 

3.8 

4.2 
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All  cases  of  death  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  which  remained  un¬ 
notified  during  life  are  the  subject  of  special  contact  investigations. 

The  responsibility  of  the  Council  for  providing  care  and  after-care  services 
at  present  is  being  discharged  through  a  voluntary  Care  Committee.  The 
aims  of  this  Committee  may  be  stated  as  follows  : — 

1.  To  provide  extra  nourishments,  nursing  utensils,  wheel  chairs,  etc. 

2.  To  help  in  providing  extra  clothing  needed  by  the  patients,  especially 
when  they  go  into  sanatorium  and  on  their  return  home. 

3.  To  visit  and  give  friendly  advice. 

4.  To  assist  in  educating  public  opinion  in  matters  of  health  in  regard  to 
Tuberculosis. 

5.  To  give  assistance  in  providing  tools  in  cases  where  tuberculous  persons 
entering  into  employment  are  not  so  assisted  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

The  Chest  Physician  acts  as  an  honorary  Medical  Officer  to  this  Committee. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  organised  classes  in  all 
manner  of  light  craft  work  and  sewing.  These  were  well  attended  and  should 
form  a  prominent  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Committee  in  the  future,  although 
we  lack  a  suitable  building  where  fixed  equipment  can  be  erected. 

Housing  of  Tuberculous  Cases. 

During  the  year  24  cases  of  Infectious  Tuberculosis  and  4  families  residing 
in  houses  where  this  disease  was  known  to  exist  were  re-housed  in  accommoda¬ 
tion  which  ensured  adequate  isolation.  Visits  were  paid  to  a  large  number 
of  dwellings  following  reports  of  suspected  tuberculosis  and  a  thorough  investi¬ 
gation  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 

In  every  instance  contact  was  made  with  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician 
who  gave  every  assistance  in  arriving  at  a  decision  as  to  the  degree  of  priority 
to  be  given  in  each  case  submitted  to  the  Committee. 

Rehabilitation. 

Very  few  known  sputum  positive  cases  are  actually  employed  in  per¬ 
manent  positions,  and  constant  supervision  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 
ensures  that  these  few  do  not  become  a  danger  to  other  susceptible  groups. 

Cases  who  are  fit  for  light  work  are  referred  to  the  Disablement  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Officer  with  suitable  recommendation. 

Patients  have  been  admitted  for  training  and  colonization  at  Barrowmere 
Hall,  the  local  health  authority  undertaking  part  maintenance. 

Bacille  Calmette  Guerin  Vaccination. 

At  present  this  is  limited  to  hospital  staff,  contacts  and  children  of  infected 
families.  The  Chest  Physician  has  supplied  the  following  figures  showing  the 


numbers  dealt  with  during  1954  : — 

Children  under  15 

years  of  age 

: — 

Total  No. 
Skin  Patch 

Doctors 

Contacts 

Positive 

Negative 

B.C.G. 

tested 

Requests 

Vaccinated 

301 

99 

202 

155 

146 

53 

34  children  were  re-patchtested  after  B.C.G.— all  showed  a  positive  skin 
reaction. 

Four  adults  were  B.C.G.  vaccinated. 

These  figures  do  not  include  work  carried  out  amongst  hospital  staff. 
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Mental  Illness  and  Defectiveness 

Details  of  work  under  this  section  are  given  under  Mental  Health  Service, 
page  49. 

Other  Illnesses. 

General  practitioners  are  slow  in  taking  advantage  of  the  services  avail¬ 
able  and  few  requests  for  after-care  have  been  made  during  the  year.  This 
in  spite  of  a  letter  to  all  doctors  practising  in  the  area  indicating  the  scope  of 
the  services  available,  especially  to  physically  handicapped  persons. 

Meals  on  Wheels  Service. 

A  Scheme  (within  the  Council’s  proposals  under  Section  28  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946)  for  the  delivery  of  a  mid-day  meal  to  individuals, 
unable,  because  of  illness  or  physical  disability,  to  provide  their  own  was  put 
into  operation  in  May,  1951. 

Members  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  take  part  in  the  delivery  of 
the  meals  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  service  they  have  given. 

From  March  the  meals  were  prepared  by  the  School  Meals  Service,  due  to 
the  closing  of  the  Civic  Restaurant. 

The  food  is  served  in  individual  covered  containers.  The  charge  per  meal 
is  Is.  4d.,  but  in  necessitous  cases  it  is  reduced  to  lOd. 

8,243  meals  were  provided  during  the  year. 

A  maximum  of  three  meals  per  week  are  provided  in  each  case  and  the 
service  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Besides  its  value  in  preventing  malnutrition,  a  regular  visit  by  an  interested 
voluntary  worker  and  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  department  has  a  beneficial 
effect  on  the  morale  of  the  recipients  who  feel  that  they  are  not  forgotten  and 
can  ask  for  help  if  they  require  it. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Only  one  help  is  employed  full  time  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  26  part-time 
helps  were  on  the  register. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  families  availing 
themselves  of  the  Service.  During  1954,  domestic  help  was  provided  in  356 
cases — 47  confinements,  3  tuberculosis,  291  chronic  sick  including  aged  and 
infirm  and  15  others — compared  with  a  total  of  293  in  1953. 

The  Service  is  operating  very  satisfactorily  and  along  with  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  plays  an  important  part  in  relieving  the  shortage  of  hospital 
beds  especially  for  chronic  aged  cases,  which  now  form  the  bulk  of  the  work. 

The  Home  Help  and  Meals  on  Wheels  Services  form  the  backbone  of  the 
department’s  effort  to  maintain  the  aged  in  their  own  homes  and  so  relieve 
pressure  on  Part  III  Hostel  beds.  Any  expenditure  on  these  services  must 
therefore  be  looked  upon  as  an  economy  in  the  long  run, 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

No  major  alterations  to  the  service  have  been  made  during  ,the  year. 
The  service  includes  : — 

(i)  The  ascertainment  of  cases  of  mental  ill-health  and  mental  deficiency 
in  the  community 

(ii)  The  initial  proceedings  for  obtaining  detention  and  reception  orders 
and  transferring  persons  of  unsound  mind  to  establishments  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Regional  Hoaspital  Board. 

(iii)  The  statutory  supervision,  guardianship,  provision  of  after-care,  etc. 
of  mental  defectives,  living  in  the  community. 

(iv)  The  provision  of  occupational  treatment  for  mental  illness. 

(v)  Preventive  measures  in  connection  with  Mental  Health. 

Administration. 

(a)  The  Health  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  control  of  this  service  and 
deals  with  all  matters  appertaining  thereto. 

(b)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Executive  Officer. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  Dr.  McL.  Bain,  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  and  Dr.  D.  M.  Mather,  are  appointed  as  approved  medical 
practitioners  for  the  purpose  of  giving  certificates  of  mental  defect  under 
Sections  3  and  5  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913. x 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  Dr.  D.  M.  Mather,  Medical 
Officer  at  Billinge  Hospital,  Dr.  J.  S.  Mather  and  Dr.  D.  N.  Mackinnon, 
general  practitioners  with  extensive  experience  of  mental  illness,  are  appointed 
as  approved  for  the  purpose  of  giving  certificates  of  mental  defect  under 
Section  1  (3)  and  5  (3)  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

Two  full-time  authorised  officers  and  mental  health  visitors  (one  male 
and  one  female)  and  also  one  full-time  male  authorised  officer  and  clerk  are 
employed  in  the  service.  All  have  received  special  courses  of  instruction 
either  before  or  subsequent  to  appointment. 

A  vacancy  still  exists  for  a  psychiatric  social  worker  but  little  success  has 
attended  our  efforts  to  fill  this  post. 

The  staff  of  the  Occupation  Centre  consists  of  one  supervisor  (who  holds 
a  certificate  of  recognition  as  an  experienced  worker),  a  deputy  supervisor 
who  has  obtained  the  Diploma  of  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health, 
three  Assistant  Supervisors,  one  whole-time  and  one  part-time  guide-help. 

Co-ordination  is  maintained  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  Hospital 
Management  Committees,  the  local  authority  providing  all  appropriate  reports. 
The  Medical  Superintendent  of  Brockhall  Mental  Deficiency  Institution  is 
available  for  consultation  on  cases  of  mental  deficiency  which  present  special 
difficulty. 

The  services  of  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  employed  by  the  Wigan  and 
Leigh  Hospital  Management  Committee  are  available  to  the  Department, 
more  especially  on  clinical  matters  and  the  after-care  of  patients  discharged 
from  hospital. 
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Arrangements  have  been  made  for  liaison  between  the  hospital  psychiatric 
clinic  and  the  local  authority  service.  A  duly  authorised  officer  and  mental 
health  visitor  (female)  who  has  some  experience  of  psychiatric  social  work, 
obtains  the  social  histories  of  all  cases  living  within  the  borough.  This  officer 
also  attends  at  the  clinic  and  receives  the  psychiatrist’s  instructions  regarding 
after-care. 


Account  of  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

Visits  to  Office  by  relatives  and  patients  for  advice  .... 

1, — Under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

Cases  notified  . 

Notified  cases  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Section  16  Lunacy  Act,  1890  .  1 

Section  20  Lunacy  Act,  1890  ....  ....  ....  ....  •  •••  14 

Section  21  Lunacy  Act,  1890  .  43 

Voluntary  Patients,  Section  1  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  95 

Temporary  Patients,  Section  5  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  — 

Admitted  to  Hospital  as  ordinary  sick  cases  .  4 

No  action  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  -•••  ••••  3 


160 


Cases  admitted  to  hospital  under  Sec.  20  and  21  Lunacy  Act, 

1890  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Section  16  Lunacy  Act,  1890  .  6 

Voluntary  Patients,  Section  1  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  32 

Temporary  Patients,  Section  5  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  ...  — 

Transferred  to  sick  ward  following  discharge  from  order  under 

Sec.  21  (A)  Lunacy  Act,  1890  .  1 

Discharged  following  expiration  of  order  under  Sec.  21  (A) 

Lunacy  Act,  1890 

Discharged  following  expiration  of  order . 

Died 

Still  under  Sec.  21  (A)  at  31/12/54  . 


57 


05  N  ^  CO 
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No  of  cases  visited  under  Sec.  28  of  the  National  Health 

Service  Act,  1946  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  123 

No.  of  visits  under  Sec.  28  of  the  National  Health  Service 

Act,  1946  .  392 

Social  Histories  for  Wigan  Infirmary  Psychiatric  Clinic  ....  126 

No.  of  cases  in  Mental  Hospitals  on  31/12/54  ....  ....  ....  298 

Discharges  from  hospitals  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  130 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

2. — Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 

Cases  in  M.D.  Hospitals  at  31/12/54  ....  ....  ....  ....  85 

Cases  under  Guardianship  Sec.  6  M.D.  Act,  1913  .  1 

Cases  under  Statutory  Supervision  ....  ....  ....  ....  90 

Cases  under  Voluntary  Supervision  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Cases  under  training  (occupation  centre)  Sec.  30  M.D. Act,  1913  34 

Petitions  presented,  Sec..  5  M.D.  Act,  1913  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cases  admitted  to  hospitals  : — 

Sec.  3  M.D.  Act,  1913  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

Sec.  6  M.D.  Act,  1913  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Sec.  8  M.D.  Act,  1913  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

Sec.  15  (1)  M.D.  Act,  1913  .  2 

Short  term  care  of  Mental  Defectives,  Sec.  28  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946  : — 

Admitted  to  Short  Stay  Homes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Special  Reports  made  on  behalf  of  M.D.  Hospitals  ....  ....  46 

Home  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  372 

Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  1954  : 

Ascertainment. 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authorities  under 
Sec.  57  Education  Act,  1944 

(i)  Under  Sec.  57  (3)  Education  Act,  1944  ....  ....  7 

(ii)  Under  Sec.  57  (5)  Education  Act,  1944  : 

On  leaving  ordinary  schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

On  leaving  special  schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(b)  Other  ascertained  defectives .  — 

(c)  Other  reported  cases  not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt  with  — 

8 


Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year. 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  .  8 

Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision  —  .  — 

Admitted  to  hospitals  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 


8 
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Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions,  under  Community  Care 
including  Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  “  Places  of  Safety  ”  on  1st  January, 
1954,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care  during  1954  : 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  .... 

(b)  Died,  removed  or  lost  sight  of 


Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  during  1954  : — 

(i)  After  marriage 

(ii)  While  unmarried  .... 

Number  who  married  during  1954 
Cases  awaiting  admission  to  hospital  at  31/12/54 

3. — Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care 

The  Mental  Health  Officers  concern  themselves  with  the  after-care  of 
patients  discharged  from  psychiatric  clinics  and  mental  hospitals.  Attempts 
are  made  to  tackle  the  tremendous  problem  of  the  prevention  of  mental  illness. 
At  present,  shortage  of  staff  confines  us  to  domiciliary  visiting  in  a  friendly 
capacity  and  arranging  social  contacts  for  unstable  patients. 

The  case  workers  usually  accompany  the  patients  to  psychiatric  clinics. 
Thus  they  are  able  to  help  the  psychiatrist  in  the  matter  of  the  patient’s  social  t 
background  and  environment. 

As  requested  in  Circular  28/54  some  brief  examples  of  work  done  in 
typical  cases  are  given  below. 

Mental  Deficiency. 

A.B.  was  reported  by  his  mother  to  be  very  reluctant  to  go  to  work.  The 
cause  was  traced  to  one  particular  individual  with  whom  the  defective  worked. 
His  employer  was  visited  and  the  situation  discussed  with  him.  He  agreed  to 
move  the  defective  to  another  job  and  there  has  been  no  further  difficulty. 

Case  B.C.  was  an  idiot  child  who  was  also  very  restless.  The  family  were 
living  in  a  flat  with  no-  garden.  The  father  had  recently  been  in  prison  and  a 
second  child  was  expected.  Short  term  care  for  the  defective  was  arranged 
and  paid  for  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  period  of  the  mother’s  confinement. 
They  were  re-housed  in  a  Corporation  house  with  a  garden  where  the  defective 
is  able  to  amuse  herself.  Institutional  Care  for  the  defective  has  been  requested 
but  is  not  at  present  available. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment. 

The  general  practitioner  contacted  the  Department  regarding  Mrs.  P.  C. 
He  had  made  several  appointments  for  her  to  see  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist 
all  of  which  she  had  failed  to  keep.  She  was  in  need  of  mental  treatment  but 
was  not  a  case  for  compulsory  removal.  This  patient  was  visited  and  per¬ 
suaded  to  see  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  an  appointment  was  made  for  the 
following  day.  On  this  occasion  to  ensure  her  attendance  the  mental  health 


8 

8 


16 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

5 
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worker  conveyed  her  to  the  Clinic.  Out-patient  E.C.T.  treatment  was 
suggested  but  the  patient  was  reluctant  to  undertake  this  as  there  was  nobody 
available  to  accompany  her.  The  mental  health  worker  arranged  to  accom¬ 
pany  her  to  the  hospital  for  her  initial  treatment.  It  also  became  apparent 
that  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  was  the  predominant  cause  of  this  patient’s 
breakdown  and  the  facts  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  housing  depart¬ 
ment.  The  patient  was  re-housed  after  a  short  time  and  has  made  an  excellent 
recovery. 

Case  T.F. — The  Magistrates’  Clerk  contacted  the  department  regarding 
this  man  who  had  been  separated  from  his  wife  for  about  two  years.  He  was 
defaulting  on  the  order  for  maintenance,  but  his  wife  was  reluctant  to  take 
action  because  of  his  mental  symptoms.  He  was  living  in  lodgings,  singing 
in  various  Churches,  in  the  street  and  in  a  local  milk  bar,  generally  making  a 
nuisance  of  himself  and  spending  a  great  deal  of  money. 

The  man’s  doctor  was  approached  and  after  some  reluctance  agreed 
that  he  should  be  referred  to  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist.  The  man  himself 
was  finally  contacted  at  a  local  milk  bar,  and  persuaded  to  see  the 
Consultant  Psychiatrist.  He  was  accompanied  to  the  clinic  and  sub¬ 
sequently  to  the  hospital  where  he  was  admitted  as  a  Voluntary  Patient. 
After  his  discharge  his  wife  was  persuaded  to  have  him  back  to  live  with  her. 
He  found  a  job  which  he  has  kept  and  although  he  refused  to  go  to  the  After¬ 
care  Clinic  at  the  hospital  he  agreed  to  come  to  the  Department  to  see  the 
Mental  Health  Worker  who  reported  his  progress  to  the  Consultant  periodically. 

Occupation  Centre. 

The  newly  built  Occupation  Centre,  Hope  School,  Scot  Lane,  was  occupied 
on  the  3rd  May  and  after  a  brief  period  of  ‘  settling-in  ’  the  task  of  admitting 
new  cases  from  the  formidable  waiting  list  was  commenced. 

The  bright,  airy  surroundings  seemed  to  have  a  salutary  effect  on  the 
children  and  within  a  few  months  the  Supervisor  could  report  that  their  general 
condition  and  capacity  for  concentration  had  significantly  increased. 

Although  the  senior  boys’  room  gives  scope  for  simple  carpentry  I  feel 
that  as  the  boys  become  more  confident  and  skilled  they  should  be  transferred 
to  an  industrial  class  wdiere  they  could  be  taught  to  work  in  other  media, 
getting  away  from  the  “  arty  crafty  ”  outlook  with  its  limited  application  in 
open  industry. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  attendance  register  : — 


Borough. 

County. 

Total. 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  1st  Jan.,  1954 

....  15 

13 

28 

No.  of  admissions  during  the  year  .... 

....  22 

14 

36 

No.  of  children  who  ceased  to  attend 

....  3 

— 

3 

No.  of  children  remaining  on  the  register  at 
31st  December,  1954 

....  34 

27 

61 

Average  daily  attendance  during  the  year 

....  21 

18 

39 
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CO-ORDINATION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Co-ordination  and  Co-operation  with  other  parts  of  the  National 
Health  Service. 

No  material  changes  have  occurred  during  the  year  and  the  machinery 
for  co-ordination  of  the  three  branches  of  the  health  service  is  adequate,  although 
not  perhaps  equally  well  used  by  all  the  agencies  and  individual  officers  who 
could  derive  benefit  therefrom. 


ope  School — South-West  Aspect 


ope  School — Senior  Boys'  Workroom 
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Section  I V 


Prevalence  ot 
and 

Control  over 
Infectious  Disease 
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Infectious  diseases  have  not  unduly  worried  us  during  the  year.  There 
have  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  thanks  largely  to  the  success  of  our  immuni¬ 
sation  campaign.  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  271  and  155 
notifications  respectively  and  only  55  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  noted. 

A  sustained  outbreak  of  some  dysentery,  mainly  in  the  Pemberton  area, 
gave  rise  to  106  cases  over  a  period  of  six  months  but  thorough  investigation 
failed  to  reveal  the  source  with  any  certainty.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  lost 
no  opportunity  to  preach  personal  hygiene  and  the  overall  actions  of  the 
department  no  doubt  helped  to  limit  the  spread  of  infection. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notifications  show  little  tendency  to  diminish 
and  there  is  a  definite  spread  to  the  age  groups  under  15,  with  a  preponderance 
in  the  group  15-20  years.  Needless  to  say  all  contacts  are  screened  and  B.C.G. 
is  offered  to  appropriate  persons. 


Control  of  Persons  who  might  spread  Infection  : 

When  cases  suffering  from  intestinal  infection  are  notified  they  are 
immediately  visited  by  a  doctor,  health  visitor  or  sanitary  inspector  from  the 
department  according  to  the  severity  and  type  of  the  disease.  Food  handlers 
are  excluded  from  employment,  usually  by  a  voluntary  agreement,  and  con¬ 
tacts  are  advised  to  seek  employment  in  inocuous  tasks  until  the  danger  period 
is  past.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  is  complete  co-operation  with  the 
food  trade  on  these  points. 

Where  necessary,  loss  of  earnings  can  be  prevented  by  a  certificate  under 
the  National  Insurance  (Unemployment  and  Sickness  Benefit)  Regulations, 
1948.  The  appropriate  section  reads  as  follows  : 

“  A  person  who  is  not  incapable  of  work  shall,  if  an  insurance  officer,  a 
local  tribunal  or  the  Commissioner,  as  the  case  may  be,  so  determines,  be 
deemed  to  be  incapable  of  work  by  reason  of  some  specific  disease  or  bodily  or 
mental  disablement  for  any  day  on  which  he  satisfies  the  conditions  specified 
below,  namely  : 

that  he  is  excluded  from  work  on  the  certificate  of  a  medical  officer  of 
health  of  a  local  authority  ;  and  that  he  is  under  medical  observation 
by  reason  of  his  being  a  carrier,  or  having  been  in  contact  with  a  case, 
of  infectious  disease.’ ’ 


Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953  : 

These  regulations  permit  the  authority  to  authorise  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  require  persons  engaged  in  occupations  connected  with  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  food  or  drink  to  refrain  from  the  work  if  suffering  from  or  shown  to  be 
carriers  of  Typhoid,  Para-typhoid  or  other  Salmonella  infections  or  Dysentery 
or  Staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause  Food  Poisoning.  The  regulations 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1953,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
authorised  by  the  Committee  to  take  action  when  necessary.  No  action  was 
taken  under  these  regulations  during  the  year. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  During  the  Year  1954 
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Analysis  of  Notifications  by  Months,  1954 


Disease 


Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis:  Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Diphtheria  and  Memb.  Croup 
Dysentery 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 
Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary 
Other  Forms 

Whooping  Cough  . 
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33 
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Comparative  Notifications  for  the  Past  Ten  Years 


Disease 


Acute  Polioencephalitis  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  :  Paralytic  . 

Non-Paralytic  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Memb.  Croup 
Dysentery 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Food  Poisoning 

Measles  ...  ...  ‘ 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary . 

Other  Forms 
Whooping  Cough  ... 
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Tuberculosis 
Notifications,  1954 


Formal  Notifications 


. 

1 

Age 

Periods 

Number 

of  Primary  Notificat 
cases  of  Tuberci 

ions  of 
llosis 

new 

0— 

1— 
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5— 
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(all 
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Cases  Coming  to  the  Notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Otherwise  Than  by  Formal  Notification 


Source  of 
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Totals  :  A — 3;  B — 0,  C — 0,  D—  1. 


NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  IN  WARDS 


60 


m 

rS 

■+=> 

<D 

Q 


c o 
1-1 
<1 
H 
O 


t)h 


iO  CM  rH  CO 


o 

Cl 


CO 

<h 

d  ^ 

a  a 

co 

•  rH 

CO 

Ph  3 

o 

D  EH 

5° 

b 

►Cl 

u 

&  *  w 

rH  ?H  *rH 

o  JJ  o 

J  3  "d 

sH  o 
Ah 


tH 


rtn 

<M 


m 

p 

<! 

CO  D  O  o  C  O  C  CC  C  )  Cl  35  H  ,H  - 

00 

EH 

rH  rH  rH  f-H 

00 

O 

H 

1 

1 

m 

A 

O 

»  rH 

C$ 

O 

•  rH 

-+3 

o 


m 

a 

o 


t» 

*  rH 

CO 

o 


Ph 

<D 

-d 

4-P> 

o 


o 

D 

H 

d 

H 


1 

1  ^  ! 

1  rH  | 

1  co  |  1  1 

|  r-H 

1  1 

1  1  1 

1  III 

.  co 

Ee  o 

a 3 

O  O 

d  jh 

r-~H  ^ 

,"r2  r-^ 

2 


Ph 


H 


MOD  00  CO  HH  CM  C  l  CM  Z.O  i— ' 


00 


d 

H  o 

D  *  r 
4-3  -P 
c6 

a  3 

-  & 
*  c 


©OONDODQOOOMOQOlOOO 

co  cl  ci  h  n  o  o  io  »  «  d  «  n  co 

CM  pH  VO  CD  C)  CO  Cl  O  05  Cl  ‘O  CD  05  UC 


CO 

oo 


CO 

P 

Ph 

<1 


D 

hD 

Ph 

O 

D 

O 


02 


O 


D 

.a 

'C 

eg 

t>ir-P 

CP  ’g 
co  =5 
H  O 

d  . 
‘d  H-3 

H  oq 


-d 

D 

•rH 

*H 

CS 

Aj 

hA 

CO 

i 


d  H 
d  o 
o  o 

£  IS 

H  o 
-P  O 
02  Ah 


£ 

D 

Ph 

H 

d 

<1 


d 

o 

Ph 

D 

-D 


D 


A  Ph 

p/2  4-3 

oo 

D 


4-3  >  bn  O 

m  02  <1  ^ 


c3  _, 
Ph  -d 
D3  4-3 

d  d 

D  o 

O  02 


Pid^iodt'OODOHfi,^^ 


ooooooooooooo 


m 

P 

H 

H 

O 

H 


Estimated  Population  of  Wards  is  based  on  current  Voters’  List. 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1954. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non 

- 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  . 

1—  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5—  . 

1 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

- * 

— 

15—  . 

20 

16 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

25—  . 

5 

9 

- — ■ 

— 

7 

4 

— 

— 

45—  . 

18 

2 

— 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

65 — 

75—  . 

2 

— 

= 

1 

3 

— • 

— 

— 

Total  . 

47 

34 

3 

4 

16 

8 

— 

1 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  24,  against  20 
in  1953,  and  10  in  1952.  The  number  of  deaths  from  other  tubercular  infec¬ 
tions  was  1,  against  1  in  1953,  and  4  in  1952. 

The  rates  are  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  0.29  per  1,000  of  population. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ....  0.01  per  1,000  of  population. 

If  taken  together  as  tuberculous  infections,  we  have  25  deaths  or  a  rate 
of  0.30  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Comparative  Statistics,  1950  to  1954- 
Cases  Notified 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Pulmonary 

.  73 

73  .. 

56  ... 

67  .... 

81 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  14 

21  .. 

15  ... 

16  .... 

7 

Total 

.  87 

94  .. 

71  .... 

83  .... 

88 

Deaths 

• 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Pulmonary 

.  35 

35  .. 

10  ... 

20  .... 

24 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  7 

1  .. 

4  .... 

1  .... 

1 

Total 

.  42 

36  .. 

14  ... 

21  .... 

25 

Death 

Rates  : 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Pulmonary 

.  0.41 

....  0.42  .. 

..  0.12  .... 

0.24  .... 

0.29 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  0.08 

....  0.01  .. 

..  0.05  ... 

0.01  .... 

0.01 

Total 

05 

o 

....  0.43  .. 

..  0.17  .... 

0.25  .... 

0.30 
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Disinfection 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  use  the  old  disinfector  at  the  Welfare 
Home,  Frog  Lane. 

Disinfection  of  rooms  has  been  criticised,  and  in  fact  described  as  a  useless 
procedure.  Assuming  that  disinfection  does  not  totally  destroy  the  infecting 
organisms,  it  does  impress  the  persons  concerned  of  the  necessity  for  cleanliness 
and  care,  and  ensures  a  thorough  scrubbing  and  cleansing  of  the  rooms,  which 
is  doubtless  of  great  hygienic  value,  especially  in  dirty  houses. 


No.  of  houses  disinfected  . 

,,  rooms  disinfected 

,,  mattresses  disinfected 

sheets  and  blankets  disinfected 
,,  other  articles  disinfected 


69 

168 

23 

11 

31 


Distribution  of  Disinfectants 

Disinfectants  are  provided  free  to  the  occupiers  of  houses  where  infectious 
disease  has  occurred,  and  in  cases  where  there  are  exceptional  circumstances. 
Other  persons  who  desire  supplies  are  charged  a  small  amount  to  meet  the 
cost  of  the  disinfectant. 

Information  on  the  correct  use  of  these  agents  is  given  by  the  sanitary 
inspectors. 


Section  V 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Part  111 

Welfare  Services 
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ADMINISTRATION 


The  Authority’s  Welfare  Services,  under  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
continue  to  be  controlled  by  the  Health  Committee.  Two  sub-committees 
have  been  concerned  with  the  Welfare  functions  as  follows  : 

The  Health  (Accommodation)  Sub-Committee,  which  deals  with  the 
provision  of  residential  and  temporary  accommodation,  with  the 
assistance  of  aged  in  their  own  homes  and  with  the  administration  of 
social  and  handicraft  centres. 

The  Health  (Blind  and  Other  Handicapped  Persons)  Sub-Committee, 
which  deals  with  the  provisions  of  Welfare  Services  for  the  Blind  and 
Partially  Sighted,  for  the  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing  and  for  the  general 
classes  of  Handicapped  Persons.  All  services  are  administered  by  the 
Welfare  Services  Section  of  the  Department  and  the  total  number  of 
staff  employed  on  Welfare  Services  at  31st  December,  1954,  was  83, 
made  up  as  follows  : — 

Administrative  and  Clerical  (including  persons  in  charge 

of  Homes)  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  ••••  •  ^ 

Homes  Staffs  (other  than  persons  in  charge)  —  64 

Staff  employed  at  Social  and  Handicraft  Centres  . «  _3 
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RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION  — 

Provision  is  now  available  for  accommodating  some  88  persons  in  the 
small  modern  home  and  a  further  55  in  an  adapted  portion  of  the  former 
Institution,  which  has  been  renamed  and  improved  during  the  year.  In  the 
remainder  of  the  former  Institution  there  is  accommodation  for  some  70-80 
aged  men  who  require  less  attention  and  whose  need  for  care  arises  principally 
from  their  lack  of  supervised  accommodation  and  elementary  comforts.  The 
total  available  accommodation  is  therefore  223  Aged  Beds,  as  shown  by  the 
following  table  : — 


Accommodation 

Type 

Number  of  Beds 

Douglas  Bank 
House 

Adapted 

Small  Home 

Male 

Female 

Includes  provision 
for  married  couples 
when  required. 

7 

24 

Norley  Hall 

New  Home 

19 

19 

“  Rockwood,” 
Rhos-on-Sea 

Adapted 

Small  Home 

9 

10 

St.  Stephen’s 

House 

Improved 

Sec.  of  former 
Institution 

25 

30 

Hostel  for  Men 

Former  Inst. 

80 

— 

140 

83 

Total  223  Aged  Beds 
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Temporary  Accommodation 

A  portion  of  the  former  Institution  has  been  adapted  and  set  apart  as  self- 
contained  accommodation  for  Homeless  Families.  There  is  accommodation 
for  9  families  who  provide  their  own  food  and  receive  lodging  and  fuel  from  the 
Corporation.  Supervision  is  provided  to  encourage  the  families  to  help  them¬ 
selves  and  to  give  opportunities  for  instruction  in  Housecraft  and  general 
cleanliness. 

During  the  year  3  men,  1  woman  and  5  children  were  admitted  to  tempor¬ 
ary  accommodation  ,and  1  man,  4  women  and  11  children  were  discharged 
from  temporary  accommodation  to  other  addresses.  At  31st  December, 
1954  there  were  7  families  in  residence,  comprising  3  men,  7  women  and  25 
children. 

Voluntary  Homes. 

There  are  no  voluntary  homes  providing  accommodation  in  the  Borough 
for  aged  and  infirm  persons. 

DOMICILIARY  WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED  AND  HANDICAPPED 

The  Committee  recognise  that  in  spite  of  the  provision  that  can  be  made 
in  the  way  of  residential  accommodation,  there  will  still  be  a  very  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  aged  population  who  are  able  to,  and  would  desire  to  continue 
living  in  their  own  homes. 

The  expansion  of  the  services  which  old  people  appreciate  most,  such  as 
home  visiting,  shopping,  sewing  and  mending  and  the  neighbourly  services 
has  continued  during  the  year.  The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service,  which  is  provided 
under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  which  is  des¬ 
cribed  earlier  in  the  report,  is  an  additional  help  in  this  direction,  as  most  of  the 
very  old  are  in  some  way  or  other  physically  handicapped  in  providing  their 
own  meals.  In  addition,  the  Home  Help  and  the  general  domiciliary  nursing 
services  are  fully  at  the  disposal  of  the  aged  and  infirm. 

During  the  year  visits  were  paid  by  Welfare  Services  Staff  to  over  300 
houses  in  the  Borough  and  help  was  given  on  a  wide  variety  of  problems. 

OTHER  SERVICES 

Holidays  at  Rockwood,  Colwyn  Bay. 

A  holiday  at  the  Council’s  Aged  Persons’  Home  at  Colwyn  Bay  was 
provided  for  several  severely  disabled  persons  and  a  number  of  other  aged 
persons  who  were  in  need  of  care  and  attention  for  a  limited  period. 

Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention  (Section  47) 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  this  Section  during 
the  year. 

Protection  of  Moveable  Property  (Section  48) 

One  application  was  received  during  the  year,  requesting  the  Authority 
to  provide  protection  of  the  moveable  property  of  a  person  removed  to  hospital, 
and  the  property  was  placed  in  the  care  of  the  Council. 

Burial  of  the  Dead  (Section  50) 

During  the  year  there  were  7  applications  to  the  Authority  for  action  to 
be  taken  under  Section  50,  regarding  the  burial  of  persons  dying  in  the  area 
of  the  Council.  The  service  was  provided  in  6  cases. 
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WELFARE  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

Welfare  of  the  Blind 

The  functions  of  the  Authority  are  administered  on  an  agency  basis  by 
the  Wigan,  Leigh  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind.  Two  Home  Teachers 
are  employed  and  seconded  to  the  Society  for  duty.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  registered  blind  persons  on  31st  December,  1954. 

70  and 

0-1  2-4  5-15  16-20  21-39  40-49  50-64  65-69  over  Total 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 
Xll  _  i  _  1  _  69  7  4  15  13  7  7  49  52  174 

88  males,  86  females,  of  whom  143  are  over  the  age  of  50  years. 

During  the  year  1954,  24  persons  were  examined  and.  16  persons  were 
re-examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  16  of  these  were  certified  as  Blind, 
and  24  were  placed  upon  the  observation  register.  1  case  was  transferred 
out  of  the  area  and  2  cases  transferred  into  the  area.  There  were  14  deaths 
of  registered  blind  persons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  40  persons 
concerned. 

0-15  15-30  30-45  45-60  60-65  65-70  70-75  75-80  80-85  85-90  Total 
Males  311  2  —  3  2  4  7  1  24 

Females  1  —  —  4  —  3  1  2  3  2  16 

The  cause  of  blindness  in  the  above  cases  was  as  follows  : 


Congenital  and  Undetermined  Causes  : 

Congenital,  hereditary  and  developmental  defects 
Myopic  error 

Other  errors  of  refraction  . 

Primary  glaucoma 
Primary  cataract  .... 

Other  primary  ocular  defects 

Infectious  and  Bacterial  Disease 

Tuberculosis  (Meningitis)  . 

Traumatic  and  Chemical  : 

Industrial  trauma . 

Non-industrial  trauma  . 

General  Disease  : 

Vascular  diseases  .... 

Diabetes  . 


Males.  Females. 

3  1 

2  3 

2 

1  2 

8  4 

1  — 


1 

1  1 
1  1 


4 


3 

1 
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Follow-up  op  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  Para.  7  (c)  of  Forms 
B.D.8  recommends  : — 

Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

(a)  No  treatment  . 

2 

1 

1 

7 

(b)  Treatment : — 

Medical  . 

1 

5 

Surgical  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Optical  . 

9 

1 

— 

11 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (b) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received  treatment 

6 

1 

— 

11 

Note. — Of  the  40  newly  registered  cases,  2  died  during  the  year. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  .... 
(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : — 


(a)  Vision  lost 

(b)  Vision  impaired 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Welfare  of  the  Partially  Sighted 

At  the  end  of  1954  there  were  38  persons  registered  in  the  Observation 
Register.  All  these  people  are  substantially  and  permanently  handicapped 
by  defective  vision. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  persons  on  the  register  : — 

70  and 

0-1  2-4  5-15  16-20  21-39  40-49  50-64  65-69  over  Total 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

—  —  —  —  —  —  1  —  2—  1—  34  23  15  7  38 

Welfare  of  Blind  Children 

One  child  under  school  age,  registered  as  blind  during  the  year,  was 
recommended  for  special  education  treatment  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon, 
and  has  been  admitted  to  the  Sunshine  Homes  for  Blind  Children, 
Southport. 

1  blind  and  3  partially  sighted  children,  who  have  been  ascertained  under 
the  Education  Act  (Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1945,  as  being  in  need  of  special  educational  treatment,  are  being  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Authority  at  St.  Vincent’s  School  for  the  Blind  and  Partially 
Sighted,  Liverpool. 
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Workshop  Employment 

Workshops  for  the  Blind  are  provided  in  Darlington  Street  East,  Wigan. 
The  Workshops  are  owned  and  maintained  by  the  Wigan  County  Borough 
Council  and  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  are  administered  by  a  volun¬ 
tary  committee,  which  has  adequate  representation  of  members  of  the  two 
authorities. 


The  types  of  employment  and  extent  of  provision  available  for  Borough 


cases  is  as  follows  : — 

Brush  making 

4  males. 

Basket  making 

3  males. 

Mat  making  . 

— 

Machine  knitters  and  chair  seating 

2  females. 

Others 

1  male. 

On  the  31st  December,  1954  there  were  10  blind  persons  from  the  County 
Borough  employed  in  the  workshops.  The  net  cost  of  the  service  was  £1,025. 
The  average  annual  cost  per  place  during  the  past  four  years  was  £107  net. 

Welfare  of  the  Deaf 

The  functions  of  the  Authority  are  in  accordance  with  the  approved 
Scheme  administered  on  an  agency  basis  by  the  Wigan  and  District  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Society,  acting  as  agents  for  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan.  There  are 
82  Deaf  Adults  and  11  Deaf  Children  within  the  County  Borough  and  a  further 
400  severely  deafened  adults  ;  a  total  of  493  at  31st  December,  1954.  This 
includes  9  persons  who  are  Deaf-Blind. 

Further  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  to  the 
premises  at  20  Swinley-Boad,  Wigan,  used  as  an  Institute  and  Chapel,  and 
additional  facilities  have  been  provided  ( e.g .  table-tennis  table  and  equipment, 
portable  platforms  and  stage  curtains).  With  these  improvements  and  addi¬ 
tions  all  the  rooms  at  the  Institute  are  now  available  for  use,  making  possible 
a  more  varied  and  extended  programme  of  social  and  recreational  welfare  for 
the  members. 

Welfare  of  the  Hard  of  Hearing 

During  the  year  provision  was  made  for  lip-reading  classes  under  a  qualified 
Instructor.  Help  was  provided  through  the  local  bociety  for  the  Deal  m 
the  obtaining  and  repair  of  Medresco  Hearing  Aids,  and  in  the  establishment 
in  Wigan  of  a  Hearing  Aid  Repair  Centre.  Advice  and  assistance  has  also  been 
given  in  individual  cases.  There  is  a  local  Hard-of-Hearing  Fellowship  which 
has  a  membership  of  40r 
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Classification  of  Generally  Handicapped  Persons. 

Handicap.  Adults.  Children.  Total. 


Male.  Female.  Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Amputation 

31 

—  — 

1 

32 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism 
Congenital  Malformations  and 

11 

2  — 

1 

14 

Deformities 

12 

7  18 

15 

52 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive,  Heart, 

Respiratory  and  Circulatory 
Systems  .... 

52 

7  — 

59 

Injuries  or  Diseases  of  lower  or  upper 

limbs  or  spine,  thorax,  abdomen, 
etc. 

51 

4  4 

2 

61 

Organic  Nervous  Diseases  (Epilepsy, 
Poliomyelitis,  etc.) 

Neurosis,  Psychosis  and  other 

31 

27  9 

8 

75 

Nervous  and  Mental  Disorders  ... 

14 

11  — 

3 

28 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2 

—  — 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Non-respiratory)  .... 

1 

—  — 

— 

1 

Other  disorders  (not  specified  above) 

6 

3  — 

— 

9 

211 

61  31 

30 

333 

SUMMARY : 

Grouping 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

A. — Capable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions 

67 

2 

69 

B. — Incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions 

72 

15 

87 

but  capable  of  work  in  sheltered  workshops 

C. — Incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions 

or  sheltered  workshops,  but  ca 

pable  of  work  at  home 

35 

10 

45 

D. — Incapable  of  or  not  available  for  work 

37 

34 

71 

E. — Children  under  16  years  of  age  whose  needs 

are  likely  to  be 

met  under  other  enactments, 

but  for  whom  the  local 

authority  have  a  general  responsibility  under  Section  29 

of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

31 

30 

61 

242  91  333 


In  the  above  grouping,  at  the  time  the  visit  was  made,  81  persons  were 
employed  and  191  persons  were  not  engaged  in  any  recognised  place  of 
employment. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  333  persons,  a  list  of  over  200  names 
has  been  compiled  from  School  Medical  Inspection  Records  of  handicapped 
school  children  medically  examined  at  the  School  Clinic,  making  a  total  of 
over  500  handicapped  persons  known  to  Welfare  Services. 
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Handicrafts. 

Handicraft  Classes  are  held  weekly  for  handicapped  persons  at  the  Social 
Centres  in  Crompton  Street  and  Tunstall  Lane.  Handicapped  persons  are  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  at  the  centres  and  have  been  encouraged 
to  attend  the  handicraft  classes  provided.  Various  arts  and  crafts  have  been 
introduced  by  the  handicraft  instructor  employed  by  the  Authority  and  there 
appears  to  be  a  very  happy  atmosphere  in  the  classes. 

Liaison  with  Ministry  of  Labour’s  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer. 

Contact  is  maintained  with  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour,  Wigan,  when  cases  are  rexerred  to  that  officer  with  a  view 
to  being  placed  into  sheltered  employment.  Visits  have  been  made  with  the 
D.R.O.  on  several  occasions. 

Sheltered  Employment. 

At  present  the  only  sheltered  employment  is  available  at  Remploy, 
Pemberton,  where  over  30  handicapped  persons  are  employed. 

On  the  26th  March,  1954,  a  circular  was  sent  to  some  98  registered 
handicapped  persons,  who  were  requested  to  complete  and  return  a  question¬ 
naire  regarding  participation  in  light  work  in  a  sheltered  workshop  or  handi¬ 
craft  centre.  37  persons  replied  that  they  were  willing  to  attend  for  work  of 
a  diversional  type  provided  near  their  home  (some  of  these  persons  would 
require  transport).  7  other  persons,  because  of  their  immobility,  stated 
that  they  would  be  willing  to  accept  similar  work  provided  at  home.  20  per¬ 
sons  replied  that  they  could  not  participate  in  any  such  scheme  because  of  their 
handicap  or  owing  to  failing  health. 

Other  Services. 

(a)  Holidays  have  been  arranged  for  several  blind  and  other  severely 
disabled  persons  at  the  Aged  Persons’  Home  at  Colwyn  Bay. 

(b)  Practical  help  has  been  given  in  many  ways  to  handicapped  persons  ; 
e.g.,  alterations  to  pathways  to  facilitate  access  of  vehicles  ;  arrangements 
for  storage  of  vehicles  ;  home  instruction  in  use  of  knitting  machines  and  in 
other  cases  advice  has  been  given  on  subjects  such  as  housing,  National 
Assistance,  services  and  appliances  available  under  the  National  Health  Service. 

Handicapped  Persons  in  Part  III  Accommodation. 

31  Handicapped  Persons  are  at  present  in  Part  III  Accommodation  in 
Wigan.  (Hostel  for  Men  12,  St.  Stephen’s  House  14,  Norley  Hall  4,  Douglas 
Bank  House  1). 

14  Handicapped  Persons  are  in  Part  III  Accommodation  provided  by  other 
local  authorities  as  follows  : —  Males.  Females. 


Maghull  Homes  for  Epileptics  .  1  3 

Langho  Epileptic  Colony,  Blackburn  .  1  1 

“  Delphside,”  Whiston  Mental  Home  .  1 

Whitecross  Mental  Home,  Warrington  .  1 

Tate  House,  Harrogate  (Blind)  .  1 

William  Galloway  Home  for  the  Blind  .  —  1 

National  London  Homes  for  the  Blind  ...  .  ..  ....  1 

Sunshine  Homes  for  Blind  Babies,  Southport  .  —  1 

Oaklands  Home  for  the  Blind  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Godfrey  Erman  Memorial  Home  for  the  Blind  ....  —  1 

^7 


7 
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EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 

Incidence  of  Epilepsy 

29  adult  persons  (11  men,  18  women)  suffering  from  epilepsy  have  been 
notified  to  the  Welfare  Services  Section  from  various  sources  and  their  names 
have  been  placed  on  the  Register  of  Handicapped  Persons. 

These  names  include  2  male  and  4  female  persons  who  are  in  Colony  Care 
provided  at  the  following  institutions  : — 

Male.  Female. 

Maghull  Epileptic  Colony  ....  ....  ....  ....  1  3 

Langho  Epileptic  Colony,  Blackburn  ....  ....  1  1 

The  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  are  aware  of  30  persons  who 
were  registered  as  disabled  due  to  epilepsy.  Of  this  number  8  persons  (5  men 
and  3  women)  are  unemployed. 

The  local  education  authority  provided  special  educational  facilities 
for  three  children  suffering  from  epilepsy. 

The  above  figures  represent  only  those  epileptics  whose  condition  was  so 
severe  as  to  need  special  arrangements  for  their  education,  employment  or 
maintenance. 

Welfare  of  Spastics. 

Although  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  total  number  of  spastics  resident  in 
the  County  Borough,  by  utilising  various  sources  of  information,  a  record  is 
available  of  some  26  persons,  3  adults  (2  men,  1  woman)  have  been  notified  to 
the  Welfare  Services  Section  and  their  names  have  been  entered  on  the  Register 
of  Handicapped  Persons. 

Information  received  from  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary  shows  that 
7  spastics  (4  males  and  3  females)  have  received  treatment  at  the  out-patients’ 
department  during  the  year. 

Clinical  and  diagnositc  services  are  available  at  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary 
and  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  Physiotherapist  are  employed  on  the  staff 
of  the  School  Health  Service  and  their  services  are  available  for  the  treatment 
of  spastics  as  and  when  required. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE 

Rest  Centres 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  planning  of  the  Rest 
Centre  Service  and  during  the  year  there  has  been  maintained  a  list  of  34  pre¬ 
mises  which  have  been  earmarked  for  this  purpose. 

Billeting. 

Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  compiling  a  register  of  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  Borough  which  could  be  made  available  for  the  billeting  of 
the  homeless  in  the  event  of  war.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been 
designated  Chief  Billeting  Officer. 

Training. 

At  the  31st  December,  1954,  349  members  of  the  Civil  Defence  Corps  had 
been  allotted  to  the  Welfare  Section.  92  members  have  completed  basic 
Training  and  20  have  completed  Sectional  Training  except  Emergency  Feeding. 


) 


Section  Vi 


Sanitary  Circumstances 
ot  the  Area 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information 
on  the  Borough  Water  Supply  : — 

The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  for  domestic  and  trade  purposes  from 
the  Arley,  Worthington  and  Pemberton  impounding  reservoirs,  which  have 
a  total  capacity  of  278,000,000  gallons,  and  from  wells  at  Nicholson  s  Pit, 
Winstanley  and  Bispham  Shaft,  Billinge.  In  addition  to  these  local  sources, 
bulk  supplies  of  water  are  obtained  from  Manchester  Corporation  by  means  of 
a  pipe  line  connected  to  the  Thirlmere  Aqueduct. 

The  Corporation  also  own  Reservoirs  at  Adlington  and  Pemberton,  which 
are  used  for  compensation  purposes  only,  and  a  Reservoir  at  Whitley  provides 
water  for  industrial  use.  A  further  source  is  being  developed  at  Newfoundland 
Shaft,  Adlington,  to  assist  the  Corporation  in  meeting  their  compensation 
water  obligations. 

The  catchment  areas  feeding  the  impounding  reservoirs  are  mainly 
devoted  to  agricultural  use,  and  both  areas  contain  farms  and  isolated 
dwellings.  The  Worthington  catchment  has  suffered  due  to  sporadic  develop¬ 
ment  along  the  main  roads  traversing  the  area.  Constant  supervision  is 
necessary  to  minimise  the  danger  of  pollution,  and  local  improvements  are  made 
from  time  to  time  at  points  of  suspected  pollution. 

Slow  sand  filters  are  provided  at  Worthington,  and  slow  sand  and 
mechanical  filters  at  Edgewood  (for  Pemberton  water).  Chlorination  plants 
are  installed  at  Boars  Head  Pumping  Station,  Boars  Head  Water  Tower, 
Edgewood  and  Bispham.  Thus,  all  water  supplies  are  chlorinated  before 
distribution,  with  the  exception  of  the  trade  supply  from  Whitley  Reservoir. 

Tap  samples  are  taken  every  month  from  four  dwellings  selected  at 
random  in  the  Borough,  and  are  dispatched  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination.  Samples  of  raw  and  filtered  waters  are  also  obtained  and  tested. 
A  few  adverse  tap  samples  were  reported  during  the  year,  but  local  mains 
flushing  and  chlorination  resulted  in  satisfactory  analyses  in  later  samples. 

Due  to  the  particularly  wet  period  during  the  summer  months,  water 
stocks  were  kept  at  figures  well  above  average.  There  was  never  any  occasion 
when  water  restrictions  had  to  be  considered. 

The  approximate  average  daily  consumption  for  domestic  purposes  is 
1,969,000  gallons,  representing  approximately  23.72  gallons  per  head  per  day 
for  a  population  of  83,000. 

Bulk  supplies  af  water  are  made  to  the  Orrell  U.D.C.,  and  the  Billinge 
and  Winstanley  U.D.C.,  under  agreements  between  the  Corporation  and  the 
respective  Councils.  Several  dwellings  situated  on  the  Borough  boundaries 
are  supplied  with  water  by  the  Orrell  U.D.C.,  and  the  Billinge  and  Winstanley 

U.D.C. 
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The  following  diagram  showing  the  percentages  of  water  supplied  from 
the  various  sources  is  extracted  from  the  report  on  the  Waterworks  by  the 
Borough  and  Water  Engineer. 

WATER  SUPPLIED  FROM  VARIOUS  SOURCES,  1954-1955. 


(Edgewood  and  Bispham  quantities  include  water 
pumped  from  Nicholson’s  Pit). 


PUBLIC  BATHS 


The  Baths  Superintendent,  Mr.  J.  H.  Cockrell,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  statistics  and  report 


Particulars  of  tee  Borough  Bathing  Establishment 
for  the  Year  Ended  31st  March,  1955. 


Number  of  Plunge  Baths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  Private  Baths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Bathers : 

Male  Plunge  Baths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  62,121 

Male  Private  Baths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16,186 

Female  Plunge  Baths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31,061 

Female  Private  Baths  ....  .  ....  ....  ....  8,093 

Mixed  Bathing  :  Adults  and  Juniors  .  2,838 

Contracts,  Free  Passes,  Season  Tickets,  etc .  15,560 


135,859 
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Number  of  Bathers  during  the  past  five  years  : — 

Year  ended  31st  March 

1951  175,177 

1952  161,951 

1953  164,026 

1954  161,013 

1955  135,859 

The  above  figures  show  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Ladies’  Plunge  Bath  was  closed  for  repairs 
for  a  period  of  8  months  from  the  30th  January,  1954. 

Particular  attention  is  given  to  the  Bath  Water  to  ensure  that  the  stan¬ 
dards  of  purity  comply  with  the  requirements  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  Tests  are  carried  out  several  times  each  day  to  determine  the 
residual  Chlorine  and  Alkalinity  content  of  the  water. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  River  Douglas  and  the  streams  running  into  it  are  the  natural  means 
of  draining  the  Borough. 

The  River  is  badly  polluted  before  entering  the  Borough  and  a  certain 
amount  of  pollution  occurs  within. 

The  River  Douglas  is  under  the  control  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board 
who  are  constantly  engaged  in  work  of  dredging  and  straightening  of  the 
River. 

The  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  also  clean  the  River,  remove  sludge,  etc., 
from  the  bed,  as  required. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  sewered  and  drained. 

The  sewage  is  conducted  from  the  town  by  two  main  outfall  sewers,  27 
inches  and  36  inches  diameter,  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Hoscar,  which 
are  seven  miles  distant.  Before  leaving  the  town  the  sewTage  passes  through 
two  detritus  tanks  and  also  through  coarse  and  fine  screens,  and  at  this  point 
the  storm  water  is  diverted  from  the  outfall  sewers  and  is  conveyed  to  the 
storm  water  treatment  works  at  Pemberton. 

Alumino-ferric  is  added  to  the  sewage  at  Hoscar,  which  then  passes 
through  Preliminary  and  Secondary  Settling  Tanks  and  a  battery  of  circular 
revolving  percolating  filters.  The  effluent  from  the  filters  before  it  is  discharged 
to  the  River  Douglas  is  passed  through  humus  tanks. 

For  some  considerable  time  it  has  been  evident  that  the  present  sewage 
treatment  plant  is  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  gradually  increasing  outflow. 
This  inadequacy  has  been  accentuated  by  the  need  to  handle  the  trade 
effluent  from  a  new  food  canning  plant  soon  to  be  established  in  the  area 
and  also  the  liquor  from  the  N.W.  Gas  Board’s  Wigan  Gas  Works  which 
at  present  flows  (untreated  into  the  River  Douglas.  Plans  for  an  extensive 
modernisation  of  the  sewage  plant  have  recently  been  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 


! 


77 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer,  Mr.  G.  Keighley,  for  the  following 
information  : — 

During  the  year  1954,  the  following  amounts  of  sewage  have  been  treated 
at  the  Hoscar  Moss  and  Pemberton  Sewage  Works  : — 

Pemberton  Storm  Water  Works  ....  ...  538,020,000  gallons 

Hoscar  Bacteria  Beds  ....  ....  ....  1,143,841,000  ,, 

Hoscar  Drainage  Area  ....  ....  ....  558,144,000  ,, 


Total  Sewage  Treated  ....  ....  ....  2,240,005,000 


Total  solids,  detritus  tanks  and  screen  chambers,  Pemberton 
Total  dried  sludge  recovered 

Weight  of  dried  sludge  per  million  gallons  of  sewage  .... 
Rainfall  for  year 


3,822  tons 
2,620  „ 

1.17  „ 

40,24  inches 
(Hoscar). 


PUBLIC  CLEAf\I$lf\!G 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing,  has  supplied  the  following 
particulars  : — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  collection  of  dry  house  refuse 
and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  both  horse  and  mechanical  transport,  working 
as  separate  units,  and  by  the  Pagefield  container  system,  and  the  percentage 
of  refuse  collected  by  each  system  is  as  follows  — 

Horse  ....  .  ..  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  18  per  cent. 

Pagefield  container  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  26  ,, 

Mechanical  vehicles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  56  ,, 

70  per  cent,  of  the  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

Nightsoil  and  Pail  Refuse. — The  refuse  (530  tons)  is  disposed  of  direct 
to  farmers  as  manure.  All  pails  are  washed  and  disinfected  after  each 
collection. 

Trade  Refuse. — Fixed  charges  were  introduced  on  November  1st,  1950, 
for  the  removal  of  this  refuse.  The  shops  and  business  premises  in  the  town 
centre  have  a  daily  collection. 

990  tons  of  trade  refuse  was  delivered  at  the  tipping  site  by  private  traders 
and  contractors. 

A  scale  of  charges,  in  accordance  with  vehicle  capacity,  is  operated. 

Gully  Cleansing. — During  the  year,  19,672  gullies  were  emptied. 

Public  Conveniences. — The  following  conveniences  and  urinals  are 
maintained  and  cleansed  by  the  department : — 

2  public  conveniences  for  ladies  and  gents,  with  attendants. 

4  public  conveniences  for  ladies  and  gents,  without  attendants. 

19  public  urinals. 

All  urinals  are  cleansed  and  inspected  twice  per  day,  including  Sundays. 

General. — The  quantity  of  refuse  dealt  with  by  the  Refuse  Disposal 
Plant  during  the  year  1954  was  8,007  tons,  and  the  quantity  tipped  was  18,001 
tons.  In  April,  1950,  the  Corporation  introduced  a  Dust  Bin  Renewal  Scheme, 
as  a  direct  rate  charge. 
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During  the  year,  1,518  bins  were  renewed,  and  408  sold  to  properties  not 
included  in  the  scheme. 

123,835,000  square  yards  of  street  have  been  swept  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  estimated  number  of  water  closets  in 
the  Borough  was  29,808,  waste  water  closets  76,  pail  closets  43,  and  privy 
middens  31. 

The  majority  of  pail  closets  and  privy  middens  are  attached  to  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation  or  premises  where  the  drainage  cannot  be  con¬ 
nected  to  the  sewer. 

On  April  1st,  1926  the  Local  Authority  inaugurated  a  scheme  for  the 
conversion  of  waste  water  closets  to  closets  on  the  water  carriage  system  with 
proper  flushing  apparatus  and  if  this  work  was  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Local  Authority  a  grant  of  £5  was  made  towards  the  cost  of  each  con¬ 
version.  Since  that  date,  953  closets  have  been  converted. 

This  scheme  is  still  in  operation  and  in  all  cases  where  notices  have  been 
served  for  foul  or  defective  waste  water  closets  the  owner  or  agent  has  been 
advised  to  convert  them  to  closets  on  the  water  carriage  system.  During  1951 
the  Local  Authority  grant  was  increased  to  £10,  and  the  effect  of  this  incentive 
has  been  to  speed  conversion  of  waste  water  closets. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION 

Mr.  Vincent  Jones,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  : — 

The  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  that  all  controls  on  meat,  foods  and  housing 
have  been  lifted,  and  new  legislation  governing  housing,  slaughtering  and  Food 
and  Drugs  has  been  introduced.  The  effect  of  these  changes  is  to  increase 
the  work  of  the  inspectorate. 

The  decontrolling  of  meat  has  led  to  a  return  of  pre-war  practices  of  slaugh¬ 
tering  and  selling.  This  has  entailed  the  re-opening  of  five  more  slaughter¬ 
houses,  making  ten  in  all  with  consequent  extra  work  for  the  inspectors. 

The  abolishing  of  Civil  Building  Licences  followed  by  new  housing  legis¬ 
lation  entailed  a  comprehensive  survey  of  all  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough 
and  the  issue  of  many  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  general  standard  of  low-rated  properties  in 
the  Borough  is  very  poor.  This  is  in  great  measure  due  to  neglect  of  all  proper¬ 
ties  during  the  war  period  and  to  restrictions  in  materials  in  the  post-war 
period.  One  has  to  realise  that  these  two  factors,  coupled  with  the  expense 
of  labour  and  materials  now  available,  make  decisions  as  to  the  future  of  such 
properties  very  difficult. 

The  inspectors  have,  however,  always  endeavoured  to  strike  a  happy 
medium  with  the  owner  and  tenant  to  the  mutual  advantage  oi  both,  bearing 
in  mind  the  duties  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  question  of  smoke  nuisance  looms  up  from  time  to  time  and  complaints 
have  been  received  of  railway  engines  standing  on  sidings,  of  small  workshops 
with  improvised  chimneys  and  of  butchers’  premises  and  slaughter-houses. 
Communications  with  the  owners  and  persons  responsible  have  at  least,  for  a 
time,  had  the  desired  effect.  More  definite  and  strict  legislation  is  needed. 

The  dumping  of  rubbish  on  spare  land  continues  and  notices  prohibiting 
the  dumping  are  ignored.  Where  one  owner  fenced  in  spare  land  to  stop 
this  practice  the  fencing  was  wantonly  destroyed  and  the  dumping  continued. 
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The  parking  of  caravans  on  sites  which  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Wigan  Corporation  Act  continues.  Complaints  are  received  from  time  to 
time  of  the  occupants  of  vans  fouling  the  site  with  rubbish  and  waste  water. 
These  van  dwellers  are  not,  as  formerly,  members  of  a  particular  community. 
Remonstrances  by  the  Inspectors  produce  the  desired  results.  The  remedy 
for  this  nuisance  is  the  provision  of  a  small  well-paved  and  drained  site  with 
adequate  sanitary  accommodation.  Bona  fide  travellers  with  vans  could  then 
be  accommodated  for  a  brief  period  without  giving  rise  to  nuisances,  whilst 
the  person  requiring  a  more  permanent  site  could  after  a  limited  pariod  be 
directed  to  look  elsewhere. 


Summary  of  Work  Undertaken  during  the  Year 


Houses  and  premises  inspected  and  visited  re  nuisances  and 
complaints 

Re  visits  to  Nuisances 
Other  visits  made 

Visits  to  premises  (testing  of  drainage) 

Nuisances  discovered 
Nuisances  abated  .... 

Notices  issued  (preliminary)  .  . 

Notices  issued  (formal)  .... 

Letters  issued  re  Nuisances 
Visits  to  premises  re  Housing  Act 
Re-visits  to  premises  re  Housing  Act  .... 

Visits  re  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Visits  re  Housing  Survey 
Visits  re  infectious  disease 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  .  . 

Visits  re  offensive  trades 
Visits  to  markets  .... 

,,  butchers  and  other  food  shops 

,,  dairies 

,,  milkshops 

,,  ice-cream  premises  ....  .*. 

,,  bakehouses 

,,  common  lodging  houses 

,,  houses  let-in  lodgings  .... 

,,  factories — power 

„  factories — non-power  .... 

,,  workshops 

,,  places  of  entertainment 

,,  caravans 

,,  caravans  on  fairground 

,,  canal  boats 

,,  re  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
,,  rats  and  mice — dwellings 

,,  ,,  ,,  other  premises 

,,  smoke  abatement 


2820 

7469 

599 

102 

5557 

3778 

1691 

742 

630 

215 

107 

295 

20 

760 

2019 

9 

20 

1746 

172 

61 

62 

46 

73 

8 

139 

26 

4 

38 

12 

31 

5 

14 

6146 

13720 

29 
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No.  of  shops  observations  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  67 

No.  of  visits  to  shops  under  Shops  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  341 

Visits  re  Poisons  Acts  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

,,  premises  re  applications  for  tenancy  of  Council  houses  148 

,,  conversions  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


Samples  Obtained  : 

Food  and  Drugs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  252 

Water  (for  chemical  analysis)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  48 

Water,  Milk  and  Ice-cream  (for  bacteriological  examination)  332 

Fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Rag  flock  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 


Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Houses  Let-in  Lodgings. 

There  are  three  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough. 
Two  of  them  take  male  lodgers  only.  They  are  regularly  inspected.  Occasion 
has  arisen  in  one  instance  to  issue  a  licence  for  three  months  only,  the  usual 
registration  period  being  for  twelve  months.  In  this  instance  the  licence  was 
extended  when  the  keeper  had  made  improvements  in  the  cleanliness  of  the 
premises,  bedding,  etc. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

No.  of  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough  ....  ....  3 

,,  lodgers  allowed  nightly  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  177 

,,  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  •  •••  ••••  73 

Houses  Let-in  Lodgings 

No.  of  houses  on  register  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

,,  visits  .....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ...  ••••  8 


Offensive  Trades 

The  offensive  trade  premises  in  the  Borough  comprise  :  1  fell-monger, 
1  fat  boiler,  1  gut  scraper  and  fat  boiler,  1  tripe  boiler  and  1  gut  scraper. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises  and  no  cause  for  complaint  has  been 
found. 


The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Materials  Regulations,  1951. 

Two  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  of  the  examina¬ 
tions  were  satisfactory. 


Canal  Boats  Act,  1877  and  1884,  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

No.  of  boats  registered  at  Wigan  and  still  in  use  or  available  10 

,,  inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

,,  letters  sent  out  re  defects  „„  ......  .....  ......  — * 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

The  inspection  of  factories  is  carried  out  by  the  Factory  Inspector  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  there  being  an  obligation  on  both  inspectors  to  report 
defects.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  there  is  happy  co-operation  between 
the  two  departments.  Complaints  concerning  matters  of  hygiene  reported 
by  the  Factory  Inspector  have  always  received  prompt  attention  by  the 
factory  owners  at  the  request  of  the  Health  Department.  The  Fire  Service 
are  deserving  of  our  thanks  for  the  advice  tendered  by  them  in  deciding  on 
the  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire  in  factories  and  other  buildings  in  the  town. 


Certificates  granted  for  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  1 

Letters  sent  out  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

No.  of  factories  on  register  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  516 

,,  visits  to  factories  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  165 

,,  visits  to  bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  46 

The  following  defects  were  dealt  with  : — 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  ....  ....  6 

Require  lime  washing  or  cleansing  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Other  offences  .  15 

No.  of  defects  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

,,  notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  .  31 

,,  underground  bakehouses  being  used  ....  ....  ....  1 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  are  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  and  deal  with 
Young  Persons  and  assistants,  times  of  employment,  meal  times  and  general 
sanitary  conditions,  etc. 

Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  of  infringements  by  the  small 
shops  not  taking  the  weekly  half-holiday  or  selling  prohibited  articles  of  food 
on  Sundays.  In  every  case  it  has  been  found  sufficient  to  warn  the  offenders 
by  letter. 


4  Purveyors  of  Meat  ’  Premises 

90 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

41 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

77 

Grocery  Stores 

381 

Greengrocery . 

55 

Other  shops  .  . 

1220 

No.  of  visits  and  observations  . 

408 

Report  of  Offences 

Not  exhibiting  Form  E  . 

2 

F  . 

33  ,,  ,,  - 

2 

n 

3)  33  33  ■“*  *•*’ 

2 

pr 

3)  33  3  3  ••••  -  ••••  *■** 

2 

,,  33  33  h  ••••  ••••  •••• 

14 

,,  ,,  ,,  Sunday  trading  form  . . 

,,  ,,  „  Assistants’  Half-holiday  form  . 

5 

14 

„  „  ,,  Early  closing  day  form  . 

23 
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Provision  of  suitable  washing  facilities  .. 
Cleanliness  of  shop  premises 
Decoration  of  shop  premises 
Ventilation  of  shop  premises 
Protection  of  food  against  contamination 
‘  Now  wash  your  hands  5  notice  .... 

Seats  for  female  assistants  .... 

Defective  floors,  walls,  yard  surface,  etc. 

Containers  for  refuse 

Letters  sent  out  re  contraventions 


18 

6 

10 

2 

12 

13 

4 

10 

3 

44 


Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933. 

No.  of  “  Listed  Sellers  ”  on  register  .  85 

Places  of  Entertainment 

These  premises  are  invariably  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In 
addition  to  routine  visits  all  the  places  of  entertainment,  numbering  31,  are 
inspected  and  reported  on  annually  prior  to  the  granting  of  the  licence. 


Rodent  Control 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  three  fully-trained  Rodent  Control  Operators, 
who  are  fully  occupied  investigating  complaints  at  schools,  canteens  and 
dwelling-houses  and  baiting.  All  the  sewers  in  the  Borough  are  surveyed  by 
them  and  the  manholes  treated  twice  a  year.  Free  treatment  is  available  for 
all  dwelling-houses  and  all  non-revenue  producing  premises. 

It  cannot  be  too  widely  expressed  that  the  presence  of  vermin  in  food 
premises  constitutes  a  danger  to  public  health  by  infecting  food. 


During  the  year  171  premises  were  reported  to  be  infested  with  rats  and  11 
were  still  under  observation  from  complaints  received  in  1953.  41  premises 
were  still  under  observation  and  141  premises  were  reported  as  cleared  at  31st 
December,  1954.  177  .complaints  of  mice  infestation  were  received  during 

the  year  and  on  31st  December,  1954,  190  premises  had  been  cleared  and  18 
still  under  observation.  Orders  were  signed  by  occupiers  of  infested  business 
premises  to  carry  out  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  and  these,  in  the  main, 
proved  successful.  Second  orders  were  obtained  if  there  was  any  sign  of 
infestation  after  a  first  treatment.  The  estimated  kill  was  606  (bodies  found 
79)  rodents  :  this  includes  trapping. 


A  survey  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  and  manholes  were  treated  twice 
during  the  year  : 

(Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems,  1,180). 


83 


Treatment  No.  1  Treatment  No.  2 
1.  Bait  base  and  poison  used  :  Sausage  rusk  Bread  rusk  and 


and  zinc  phosphate.  arsenic. 

2.  Number  of  manholes  baited  ....  ....  779  625 

3.  Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  125  94 

4.  Number  of  manholes  showing  complete 

pre-bait  take  (on  one  or  both  days)  ....  102  69 

5.  Number  of  manholes  test-baited  in  con¬ 

junction  with  this  treatment  and  not 

included  in  No.  2  above  ....  ....  275  275 


Two  campaigns  were  carried  out  at  Hoscar  Sewage  Works,  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Poison  points  laid  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  100 

Poison  points  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  95 

The  Rodent  Control  Operators  made  a  total  of  19,806  visits  throughout 
the  year. 

The  Workable  Area  Committee  representing  Wigan  and  the  surrounding 
districts  has  met  on  several  occasions  during  the  year.  This  Committee  serves 
a  very  useful  purpose  and  tends  to  greater  co-operation  between  the  various 
local  authorities  in  the  area. 


■ 


. 


Section  VI I 


Housing 
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GENERAL 

Housing;  accommodation  as  at  31st  December,  1954  : 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  . 

,,  business  premises  with  living  accommodation  .... 
,,  licensed  premises  with  living  accommodation  .... 


23,104 

1,011 

143 


24,258 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  erected  in  1954  : — 

By  Local  Authority .  256 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  4$ 

The  problem  of  housing  shortage  in  the  Borough  is  still  with  us  and  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  again  interviewed  many  persons  seeking  the 
tenancy  of  Council  houses  both  on  overcrowding  and  medical  grounds. 
Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (for  housing  defects 

under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  re-inspections  made  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
preceding  sub -head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ■•••  2198 


2273 

7469 

28 


INSANITARY  HOUSES 

There  is  a  general  deterioration  of  all  properties,  principally  of  the  lowest 
rateable  values. 

Constructed  as  they  were  of  common  brick,  with  no  damp-proof  courses, 
in  long  terraces  and  bare  minimum  of  area,  time  and  climate  have  made  their 
impression.  In  addition,  general  neglect  of  repair  work  for  a  period  of  years 
has  not  helped  matters. 

Bulging  house  walls  arrest  the  attention  but  more  insidious  is  the  rising 
and  penetrating  dampness  which  is  prevalent  in  many  of  these  houses. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  by  the  inspectorate  to  maintain  pro¬ 
perties  weatherproof  and  in  a  reasonable  state,  all  things  considered,  for 
habitation. 

Where  necessary  Statutory  Notices  have  been  served  and  in  the  worst  cases 
proceedings  have  been  taken  against  the  persons  responsible  for  non-compliance. 

This  repair  work  is  purely  a  patching  process  in  the  case  of  house  roofs. 
Re-roofing  is  the  only  remedy  but  in  view  of  the  cost  and  condition  of  the  fabric 
of  the  houses,  it  would  not  be  economically  advisable  to  effect  this  mode  of 

repair. 

Generally  speaking,  the  answer  is  an  acceleration  of  the  re-housmg  pro¬ 
gramme,  for,  in  many  cases,  the  houses  have  outlived  their  usefulness. 

The  Borough  Engineer’s  Department  has  given  every  assistance  by 
supplying  reports  on  dangerous  conditions  existing  at  properties  submitted 
for  consideration  to  the  Health  (Insanitary  Houses)  Sub -Committee. 

Twenty-nine  houses  were  considered  by  the  Insanitary  Houses  Committee, 
together  with  21  outstanding  from  the  previous  year.  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  on  28  houses. 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR 


In  14  cases  it  was  necessary  to  issue  summonses  against  persons  for  non- 
compliance  with  abatement  notices. 

5  of  these  summonses  were  withdrawn  as  the  work  was  completed  or 
being  carried  out. 

9  nuisance  orders  were  made  by  the  Court  for  the  work  to  be  carried  out 
within  28  days. 


THE  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954. 

This  Act  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  September,  its  main  object 
being  to  make  further  provision  in  support  of  the  main  Housing  Act,  1936,  for 
the  clearance  and  re-development  of  unlit  housing  accommodation  and  for  main¬ 
taining  existing  houses  in  good  repair.  To  provide  an  overall  view  for  the 
Minister,  each  local  authority  must,  within  one  year,  notify  him  of  the  number 
of  irreparably  unfit  houses,  the  method  of  elimination,  time  to  be  taken  and 
detailed  action  in  the  first  five  years.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  although  ham¬ 
pered  by  a  serious  shortage  of  inspectors,  the  survey  was  in  progress  and  it  is 
expected  to  be  completed  in  the  statutory  time.  To  assist  in  standardising 
the  inspection  of  houses,  a  legal  standard  of  fitness  has  been  laid  down  for  the 
first  time. 

The  part  of  the  Act  which  has  excited  public  opinion  most,  is  the  provision 
which  enables  the  owner  of  a  house  to  increase  the  rent  by  an  amount  depending 
on  the  gross  rateable  value,  the  increase  only  being  claimed  if  the  house  has 
been  maintained  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  In  the  case  of  an  unjustified  claim 
the  tenant  has  the  right  to  make  application  to  the  local  authority  for  a 
Certificate  of  Disrepair,  the  possession  of  which  enables  him  to  withhold 
payment  of  the  increase  until  the  said  Certificate  has  been  revoked  by  the  local 
authority. 

Owing  to  widespread  publicity,  259  applications  for  certificates  were 
made,  both  before  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Act  and  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  Of  these  : 

126  were  from  tenants  who  had  not  received  notices  of  increase  of 

rent ;  these  were  issued  under  the  1920  Act ;  and 

133  were  from  tenants  who  had  receivednotices  of  increase  of  rent. 

A  total  of  11  applications  was  withdrawn. 

It  is  too  early  to  judge  the  effectiveness  of  this  Act,  but  it  is  hoped,  that 
in  conjunction  with  other  housing  legislation,  it  will  not  only  make  up  lost 
ground  in  slum  clearance  and  re-development,  but  will  also  encourage  the 
bringing  up  to  a  proper  standard  of  fitness,  basically  sound  houses  which  liavo 
been  allowed  to  deteriorate. 


Section  VIII 


Inspection  and 
Supervision  ot  Food 
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EXAMINATION  OF  WATER 


Chemical  Analysis 

During  the  year  48  routine  samples  of  water  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination. 


The  results  of  these  examinations,  expressed  in  averages,  are  given 
below  : — 


Bispham  and 
Nicholson’s 
Pit 

Edgewood  and 
Nicholson’s 
Pit 

Worthington  & 
Thirlmere 

No.  1 

Worthington  & 
Thirlmere 

No.  2 

Parts  per 

Parts  per 

Parts  per 

Parts  per 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

Temporary  Hardness  . 

12.7 

16.0 

5.1 

2.4 

Permanent  Hardness  . . . 

10.3 

4.8 

9.0 

3.1 

Total  Hardness  . 

23.0 

20.8 

14.1 

5.5 

Soda  Alkalinity . 

— 

2.0 

— 

Combined  Chlorine  . 

3.3 

3.0 

1.2 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...... 

0.0007 

0.0005 

0.0005 

0.0005 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  . 

0.002 

0.002 

0.005 

0.002 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

0.2 

0.2 

0.18 

0.12 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0.09 

in  4  hrs.  at  27°C.)  . 

0.034 

0.041 

0.12 

PH  Value  . 

7.1 

7.1 

7.2 

7.3 

Bacteriological  Examination 

During  the  year  60  routine  samples  of  water  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for  examination.  The  results  of  2  of  these 
examinations  were  unsatisfactory  and  in  consequence  3  further  samples  were 
taken,  2  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Milk  Supply  :  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938-1950. 

Many  visits  have  been  paid  and  samples  of  milk  taken  at  the  four  premises 
engaged  in  the  pasteurisation  of  milk.  These  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  in  the  main  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  and 
Phosphatase  Tests.  In  the  case  of  adverse  reports  a  thorough  investigation 
was  carried  out  and  every  assistance  was  afforded  us  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
businesses  concerned.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  come  to  a  definite  conclusion 
as  to  the  cause  of  unsatisfactory  samples  but  every  effort  is  made  to  do  so. 
Periodical  checks  of  the  pasteurising  plants  are  carried  out  at  the  premises  by 
the  Inspectors.  In  addition  to  ensuring  that  the  milk  is  properly  pasteurised, 
it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  sterilisation  and  thorough  cleansing  of  bottles 
is  carried  out  in  order  to  make  certain  that  the  milk  is  delivered  to  the  customer 
in  as  clean  and  hygienic  a  condition  as  is  humanly  possible. 
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No.  of  visits  to  dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  172 

,,  milksliops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  61 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk  ....  ....  392 

„  licensed  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  ....  ....  136 

,,  licensed  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  34 

No.  of  dealer  (pasteuriser’s)  licences  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

,,  persons  registered  as  distributors  of  milk  ....  ....  418 

,,  premises  registered  as  dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 


143  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  for  analysis  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst.  13  of  these  were  the  subject  of  adverse  reports. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

144  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  : — 


Pateurised  : 

122 

118  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test. 

All  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Tuberculin  Tested  : 

10 

AH  samples  passed  the  Phosphatase 

(pasteurised.) 

and  Methylene  Blue  Tests. 

Sterilised  : 

12 

In  all  cases  the  Turbidity  Test  was 
negative. 

55-  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  laboratory 
for  the  T.B.  inoculation  test.  In  all  cases  there  was  no  evidence  of  tuberculous 
infection. 


ICE  CREAM 

There  were  seven  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

These  premises  were  subject  to  routine  visits  by  the  Inspectors. 

Samples  of  ice  cream  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken  during  the 
year  from  the  factories,  itinerant  vendors  in  the  town,  and  from  the  shops. 
This  method  of  sampling  covers  the  local  wholesale  dealers  and  suppliers  from 
outside  Authorities. 

The  bacteriological  reports  are  expressed  in  grades  and  their  quality  is 
determined  as  satisfactory  when  classed  in  Grades  1  and  2,  and  unsatisfactory 
when  placed  in  Grades  3  and  4. 

Grade  1. — 46. 

Grade  2. — 13. 

Grade  3. — 5. 

Grade  4. — 6. 

Fortunately  the  unsatisfactory  samples  are  few  but  when  we  do  get 
adverse  reports,  enquiries  are  instituted  and  further  samples  are  taken. 

6  samples  of  ice  cream  were  also  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  These  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Retailers 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  on  31st 
December,  1954  was  244, 
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FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

77  shops  in  the  Borough  carry  on  the  business  of  fish-frying  and  these 
have  been  visited  by  the  Inspectors. 

Unless  this  type  of  business  is  carried  on  under  hygienic  conditions  nuis¬ 
ances  can  arise  but  we  have  to  record  that  special  visits  arising  from  complaints 
are  practically  unknown. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PURVEYORS  OF  MEAT  AND  PREMISES 

The  number  of  registered  premises  in  the  Borough  is  90  and  routine 
visits  to  these  have  been  made  by  the  Inspectors. 

Informal  action  only  was  necessary  in  a  minority  of  cases. 

The  carrying  of  meat  from  vans  to  various  butchers’  premises  without 
head  coverings  appears  to  be  on  the  decline  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
activities  of  the  staff. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  ten  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough.  Three  of  these 
slaughterhouses  are  attached  to  bacon  factories  and  only  slaughter  pigs.  In 
the  remaining  seven  slaughterhouses  animals  are  killed  to  cater  for  the  whole¬ 
sale  meat  trade. 

A  daily  inspection  of  all  animals  killed  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  in 
whose  district  the  slaughterhouses  are  situated  and  it  can  be  appreciated  that 
this  work  takes  up  a  considerable  amount  of  their  time. 

The  slaughterhouses  not  only  serve  the  requirements  of  the  Borough  but 
also  many  adjoining  townships,  which  do  not  have  any  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses. 

There  is  a  great  and  justifiable  need  for  a  Public  Abbatoir  in  this 
town,  to  serve  the  large  and  populous  area  at  present  covered  by 
privately  owned  licensed  slaughterhouses. 

Meat  condemned  is  used  only  for  manufacturing  purposes  and  is  sent  to 
a  local  fat  melter. 

No.  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  .  2019 

„  „  markets  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

,,  ,,  butchers’  and  other  food  shops  .  1746 

,,  certificates  issued  (condemned  food)  .  902 

Carcases  Examined  During  the  Year  1954 


• 

Cattle 

exc. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

Carcases  examined 

2188 

6521 

1255 

20093 

53156 

23099 

Carcases  totally 

condemned  . 

18 

38 

7 

53 

9 

125 

Percentage  totally 
condemned  . 

0.82 

0.58 

0.56 

0.26 

0.04 

0.24 
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The  following  meat  and  offal  from  the  slaughterhouses  was  surrendered 
and  destroyed,  or  sold  for  manufacturing  purposes,  during  the  year  1954. 


Whole 

Offal  Condemned 

carcase 

Part  of 

and  all 

Carcase 

m 

GO 

Offal 

Con- 

r“d 

m 

m 

m 

A 

O 

U1 

m 

>> 

© 

co 

u 

CO 

Affected  with 

Con¬ 

demned 

demned 

0 

H 

hC 

d 

£ 

A 

CD 

> 

h-3 

u 

cS 

0 

s 

o 

co 

© 

m 

U 

•  rH 

44 

CO 

a 

Ti 
1— <  • 

* 

© 

ts 

P 

©  .2 

©  <D 

' 

Tuberculosis  : 

Cattle  (exc.  cows)  ... 

18 

2 

74 

144 

63 

10 

25 

18 

55 

7 

37 

Cows 

38 

62 

781 

1839 

568 

67 

353 

269 

456 

71 

261 

484 

Calves 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs  . 

47 

27 

631 

493 

548 

217 

14 

10 

1 

3 

1 

63 

Sheep 

Affected  with  other 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases,  etc.  : 

Cattle  (exc.  cows) 

— 

— 

7 

9 

115 

6 

1 

— 

1 

5 

— • 

— 

Cows 

— 

— 

10 

65 

1236 

14 

12 

14 

11 

72 

249 

2 

Calves 

4 

— 

2 

9 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs 

6 

42 

2 

1254 

458 

305 

— 

3 

— 

65 

8 

— 

Sheep 

9 

1 

30 

94 

1688 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

125 

134 

1537 

3908 

4680 

661 

405 

314 

524 

223 

519 

586 

Summary  of  Other  Food  Condemned,  1954. 

Imported  Meat 
Other  Meat  and  Offal 
Sausages 
Canned  Meat 
Fish  .... 

Canned  Fish 
Fruit 

Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Vegetables 
Rabbits 
Canned  Milk 
Canned  J am 
Canned  Soup 
Packages  of  other  food 
Other  canned  or  bottled  foods 
Fowl 
Bacon 
Rolled  Oats 
Cheese 
Margarine 
Eggs  (frozen) 

Cake 

Dried  Fruit 
Cockles 

All  food  condemned,  other  than  meat,  is  destroyed  at  the  Frog 

of  the  Corporation  Cleansing  Department. 


.  105  lbs. 

.  701  lbs. 

80  lbs. 

.  655 
3,220  lbs. 
53 

984  lbs. 
1369 
540 
418 
553 
8 
40 
158 
73 
37 

28  lbs. 
46  lbs. 
39  lbs. 

4  lbs. 
82  lbs. 
10  lbs. 
360  lbs. 

3  bags 

Lane  Depot 
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MARKETS 

The  fish  and  fruit  markets  have  been  visited  regularly,  both  as  a  routine 
inspection  and  at  the  request  of  the  proprietors  of  stalls,  to  examine  food 
considered  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1938  -  1950. 

During  the  year,  252  samples  of  milk  and  various  other  foods  obtained 
under  the  above  Act  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 


Samples  Taken  During  1954. 


Articles 

Total 

Number 

Analysed 

Samples  regarded  as  adulterated 
below  standard  or  otherwise  not 
complying  with  the  prescribed 
requirements 

Number 

Percentage 

Baking  Powder 

2 

,  ,  , 

.  .  . 

Beef  Paste 

4 

.  .  . 

. . . 

Blancmange 

2 

... 

Butter  . 

8 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Cake  . 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Cheese  . 

5 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Coffee . 

6 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

Cooking  Fat 

2 

.  .  . 

... 

Condensed  Milk 

4 

1 

25 

Custard  Powder 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

Fish  Paste 

5 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

Flour . 

1 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

Gin  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Ice  Cream . 

6 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

Jam  . 

3 

1 

33.3 

Lard  ...  . 

6 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

Margarine  . 

11 

1 

9.1 

Marmalade 

4 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Meat  Extract  . . . 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Meat  Pies . 

2 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

Milk  . 

143 

13 

9.1 

Mincemeat . 

1 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

Orange  Drink  . . . 

1 

... 

... 

Pepper  . 

2 

... 

... 

Rum  . 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Salad  Cream 

3 

.  •  • 

... 

Sardines  . 

2 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

Sausage  . 

11 

... 

... 

Saucej . 

1 

... 

... 

Soup  . 

1 

... 

... 

Tea  . 

6 

.  .  . 

Vinegar  . 

3 

... 

Whiskey  . 

1 

... 

... 

TOTAL  . 

252 

*16 

— 

1  6.3 

*  Action  taken  in  regard  to  16  adulterated  samples  is  given  on  page  95. 
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Adulterated  Samples 


Article 

No.  of  Sample 

Extent  of  Adulteration 

Remarks 

Informal 

F  ormal 

Milk 

4 

— 

Deficient  in  solids -not-fat 
4-7% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Milk 

11 

— 

Deficient  in  solids -not-fat 
3.5% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Milk 

64 

— 

Deficient  in  fat  10% 

Formal  samples  taken — 
genuine. 

Milk 

— 

129 

Deficient  in  fat  11.6% 

Analyst  advised  no  action. 

Milk 

133 

— 

Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

1  1  °/ 
l.i  /O 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Milk 

145 

— 

Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

1-6% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Milk 

147 

— 

Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
2.3% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Milk 

148 

— 

Deficient  in  fat  13.3% 

Formal  sample  No.  156  taken 

Milk 

156 

Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
9.4% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Jam 

Condensed 

159 

Deficient  in  soluble  solids 
3-6% 

Analyst  advised  no  action. 

Milk  ... 

163 

— 

Contaminated  with  mould 

Analyst  advised  no  action. 

Margarine 

— 

195 

Contaminated  with  mould 

Stock  was  confiscated. 
Analyst  advised  no  action. 

Milk 

207 

— 

Deficient  in  fat  14.3%, 
solids-not-fat  2.3% 

Formal  sample  No.  235 
taken. 

Milk 

212 

— 

Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

1.7% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Milk 

228 

- - 

Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

1-7% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 

Milk 

235 

Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

1.7% 

Genuine  but  abnormal. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Analyst,  Mr.  J.  Graham  Sherratt,  B.Sc., 
F.R.I.C.,  for  the  following  remarks  on  the  work  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the 
Corporation  during  the  12  months  ended  31  December,  1954  : — 

On  April  17th,  1954,  Mr.  S.  E.  Melling,  M.Sc.  (Hon.),  F.R.I.C.,  who  was  a 
native  of  Wigan  and  had  held  the  position  of  Analyst  for  the  County  Borough 
for  over  40  years,  died  suddenly.  Subsequently  the  Council  did  me  the  honour 
of  appointing  me  in  Mr.  Melling’s  place,  and  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report  on  the  samples  analysed  during  1954.  Information  regarding  samples 
examined  by  Mr.  Melling  during  the  period  January  to  April  was  kindly 
supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Lovett,  formerly  Mr.  Melling’s  Chief  Assistant. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  during  1954  was  ....  252 

The  number  of  samples  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  or  not 

up  to  standard  was  ....  ....  ....  ...  ••••  16 

Percentage  unsatisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  •  •••  6.3% 

The  “  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  ”  is  included  to  bring  the 
data  into  line  with  reports  for  previous  years,  but  it  is  not  a  reliable  guide  to 
the  relative  proportions  of  good  and  bad  samples  respectively,  since,  when  there 
is  reason  to  suspect  there  is  something  wrong,  a  disproportionate  number  of 
samples  may  be  taken  from  a  single  source  and  this  may  have  the  effect  of 
unduly  increasing  the  percentage  of  sub-standard  or  adulterated  samples. 


Milk. 

For  the  same  reason  that  percentages  of  “  unsatisfactory  samples  ”  are 
unreliable  as  a  basis  for  judging  the  general  food  situation,  figures  for  average 
composition  of  milk  may  also  be  misleading,  because  the  number  of  samples 
examined  from  any  individual  source  may  bear  no  relation  at  all  to  the  bulk 
of  the  milk  from  which  the  samples  are  taken.  Subject  to  this  reservation, 
however,  average  figures  for  the  composition  of  milk  in  Wigan  are  of  some 
interest  because  they  can  be  compared  with  similar  data  for  other  districts. 
The  following  was  the  average  composition  of  all  the  samples  of  milk,  taken  in 
Wigan  and  analysed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  1954. 

Total  number  of  samples  of  milk  analysed  ....  ....  ....  143 

Average  percentage  of  fat  ....  ....  ....  •  ••••  ••••  3.5 

Average  percentage  of  solids-not-fat  ....  ....  .-••  ••••  8.7 

Average  percentage  of  water  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  87.8 


100.0 


The  above  figures  include  13  samples  in  which  the  fat  of  the  solid-not-fat 
or  both,  did  not  reach  the  prescribed  minima  ( i.e .  3  per  cent,  of  fat  and  8.5  per 
cent,  of  solids-not-fat)  established  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations.  If  these 
abnormal  samples  are  omitted  from  the  calculations,  the  average  composition 
differs  only  in  the  second  decimal  place. 

The  average  composition  of  milk  analysed  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Authorities  in  1953  was  : — 


Fat 

Solids-not-fat  .... 


3.7% 

8.7% 
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It  has  been  noted  above  that  13  samples  of  milk  did  not  reach  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations.  Three  of  these  (Nos.  64,  129  and  148) 
were  deficient  in  fats  to  the  respective  extents  of  10  per  cent.,  11.6  per  cent, 
and  13.3  per  cent.  Another  sample  (No.  207)  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent 
of  14.3  per  cent,  and  also  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to  the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent. 
The  remaining  unsatisfactory  samples  (Nos.  4,  11,  133,  145,  147,  156,  212, 
228  and  235)  were  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to  extents  ranging  from  1.1  per  cent, 
to  9.4  per  cent.  The  application  of  the  freezing-point  test  to  these  samples 
indicated  that  in  each  case  the  deficiencies  in  solids-not-fat  were  not  caused 
by  the  presence  of  extraneous  water.  The  samples  are  classified,  therefore, 
as  “  genuine  but  abnormal.” 

Miscellaneous  Foods. 

The  samples  of  miscellaneous  foods  (i.e.,  not  fresh  milk)  that  were  reported 
as  unsatisfactory  comprised  one  sample  of  strawberry  jam,  one  sample  of 
margarine  and  one  sample  of  condensed  milk.  The  sample  of  jam  (No.  159) 
contained  42  per  cent,  of  fruit  compared  with  the  official  minimum  of  38  per 
cent,  of  fruit  for  strawberry  jam  (Food  Standards  (Preserves)  Order,  1953), 
but  the  content  of  soluble  solids  was  only  66  per  cent,  instead  of  68  per  cent, 
that  is  required  by  the  Order.  The  sample  of  margarine  (No.  195)  was  reported 
against  because  it  contained  moulds,  and  the  sample  of  condensed  milk  (No.  163) 
was  adulterated  for  the  same  reason. 

Margarine  Containing  Butter. 

Since  rationing  of  butter  and  margarine  was  discontinued,  a  large  number 
of  commercial  brands  of  margarine  have  been  advertised  as  containing  butter, 
the  amount  usually  claimed  being  10  per  cent.  The  labels  of  four  of  the 
eleven  samples  of  margarine  examined  during  1954  claimed  10  per  cent,  of 
butter,  and  in  each  case  analysis  indicated  that  the  claim  was  reasonably 
justified,  the  quantity  of  butter  found  ranging  from  9  per  cent  (lowest)  to  11 
per  cent,  (highest). 

Ice  Cream. 

Six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  examined  in  1954.  They  contained  fat 
ranging  from  8.6  per  cent,  (lowest)  to  11.9  per  cent,  (highest),  sugar  between 
10  and  14  per  cent,  and  milk  solids  between  10  and  13  per  cent.  Under  the 
Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953,  the  minimum  requirements  for  ice 
cream  are  :  not  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  fat,  10  per  cent,  of  sugar  and  1\  per 
cent,  of  non-fatty  milk  solids.  All  the  samples,  therefore,  were  satisfactory 
when  judged  by  these  standards. 

Sausages. 

The  composition  of  sausages  ceased  to  be  controlled  by  Official  Order 
when  the  Maximum  Prices  (Canned  Meat  and  Meat  Products)  Order  was 
revoked  in  1953.  Since  then  divergence  of  opinion  has  occurred  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  reasonable  minimum  content  of  meat  in  beef  or  pork  sausages, 
and  magistrates’  decisions  in  cases  that  have  been  brought  before  the  courts 
have  not  been  uniform.  Recently  the  Association  of  Sausage  Manufacturers 
and  the  Association  of  Public  Analysts  have  agreed  informally  to  recommend 
to  their  respective  members  that  the  minimum  content  of  meat  should  be  ; — ■ 

50  per  cent,  of  meat  for  beef  sausages. 

65  per  cent,  of  meat  for  pork  sausages, 
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This  informal  agreement  has  no  legal  sanction,  but  it  represents  the  first 
step  in  attempts  to  obtain  uniformity  in  this  matter  since  the  official  Order  was 
revoked.  It  is  intended  in  future,  therefore,  to  report  as  “  non-genuine  ’ 
any  samples  of  sausages  that  do  not  meet  the  minima  suggested  in  the  aggree- 
ment. 

The  average  meat  content  of  the  samples  of  sausages  analysed  during  1 954, 
were  as  follows  :■ — 


Pork  Sausages  (7  samples) — average 
(Minimum  52,  maximum  80). 

.  65% 

Beef  Sausages  (3  samples)- — average  . 

(Minimum  51,  maximum  86). 

.  63% 

Beef  and  Pork  Sausages  (1  sample)  . 

.  65% 

The  remaining  samples  of  miscellaneous  food  were  of  satisfactory  quality 
and  do  not  call  for  special  comment,  but  the  opportunity  may  be  taken  to 
refer  in  general  terms  to  orange  drinks,  of  which  one  sample  was  submitted  for 
analysis  during  1954.  The  sale  of  orange  drinks  in  small  bottles,  often  delivered 
by  a  milk  vendor,  is  a  comparatively  new  feature  in  food  trading  and  it  Las 
become  very  popular.  Although  these  drinks,  which  usually  contain  about 
20  per  cent,  of  orange  juice  with  added  sugar,  are  palatable  and  are  put  up  in 
a  convenient  form,  they  do  not  in  any  way  provide  a  satisfactory  substitute 
for  the  juice  of  fresh  oranges  as  a  source  of  Vitamin  C.  The  average  Vitamin  C 
content  in  freshly  expressed  juice  of  oranges  is  about  12  mgm.  per  ounce, 
whereas  these  orange  drinks  rarely  contain  any  significant  quantity  of  \  itamin  C 
at  all.  The  sample  examined  in  1954  contained  0.5  mgm.  of  Vitamin  C  per  oz., 
i.e.,  about  one-twenty-fourth  of  the  average  content  of  fresh  juice. 

Fertlisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 

Seven  samples  of  compound  fertilisers  were  analysed  during  the  year. 
In  each  case  the  contents  of  nitrogen,  soluble  and  insoluble  phosphoric  acid 
and  potash  conformed  with  the  respective  statutory  statements,  within  the 
permitted  limits  of  variation,  or  any  variation  was  in  the  favour  of  the  pur¬ 
chaser.  Eight  samples  of  feeding  studs  either  conformed  to  the  declaration 
within  the  permitted  limits  of  variation,  or  varied  therefrom  to  insignificant 
extents.  The  samples,  therefore,  do  not  call  for  individual  comment. 

Other  Miscellaneous  Samples  not  Food. 

During  the  year  a  few  miscellaneous  samples  were  examined  for  the 
Public  Health  and  other  Departments  of  the  Corporation.  A  sample  of 
insecticide  was  found  (by  Mr.  Melling)  to  contain  both  hexachlorbenzine  and 
D.D.T.  A  sample  of  soap  supposed  to  contain  excessive  alkali,  contained 
none.  Various  samples  of  soil  and  underground  water  were  examined  for  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  in  connection  with  the  hearing  of  an  action  brought 
against  the  Corporation  for  damage  from  subsidence. 
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Domestic  Waters  and  Baths  Water. 

From  April  to  December,  1954,  32  samples  of  domestic  water  and  one 
sample  of  public  baths  water  were  analysed.  All  the  samples  of  drinking  water 
were  of  satisfactory  quality  and  quite  suitable  for  domestic  purposes.  It  is 
understood  that  the  Corporations’  Worthington  supply  is  originally  derived 
from  unprotected  gathering  grounds,  but  the  samples  gave  little  analytical 
evidence  of  fluctuating  quality  and  were  consistently  good.  Information  of 
the  samples,  if  any,  examined  by  Mr.  Melling  in  the  early  months  of  the  year 
is  not  available. 

The  sample  of  baths  water  was  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  J.  GRAHAM  SHERRATT, 

Public  Analyst . 
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Appendix 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Classification  of  Cases 
All  Ages 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . 

Erysipelas  .... 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

Measles 

Diseases  due  to  helminths  . 

Malignant  neoplasms  . 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  . 

Diabetes  mellitus  .... 

Vascular  esio'  s  affecting  c  ntral  nervous  s  i 

Conjunctivitis 

Blepharitis  .... 

Cataract 
Glaucoma  .... 

Acute  otitis  media  . 

Mastoiditis  .... 

Rheumatic  Fever  .... 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  heart  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . 

Acute  pharyngitis . 

Tonsillitis 
Laryngectomy 
Tracheotomy 
Influenza 
Pneumonia  .... 

Bronchitis  . 

Quinsy 

Empyema  .... 

All  other  respiratory  diseases  . 

Appendicitis  ....  * 

Hernia  of  Abdominal  Cavity  . 

Laparotomy 
Enteritis 
Gastrectomy 
Cholecystectomy  .... 

Diseases  of  gall  bladder  and  biliary  ducts 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  . 

Diseases  of  genital  organs  . 

Prostatectomy  . 

Supra-pubic  drainage  . 

Cystotomy . 

Diseases  of  uterus 

Hysterectomy  . .  . 
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Complications  of  pregnancy  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Complications  of  puerperium  (hyperpyrexia)  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Post  caesarian  (from  7th  day)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Post  natal  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Miscarriages...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Threatened  miscarriages  .... 

Infections  of  the  skin :  Boils  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Abscesses  :  Breast  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Others  . . .  30 

Cellulitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Carbuncles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Eczema  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Dermatitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Scabies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Impetigo  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

General  rashes  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  72 

Other  conditions  :  Constipation,  septic  areas,  bedsores, 

debility,  etc.  ....  ....  ....  ....  463 

Accidents :  Fractures  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Scalds ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Burns .  12 

Injuries  due  to  falling  ....  ....  ....  23 

Industrial  injuries  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Senility  .  ....  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

Preparation  for  x-ray  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  100 

Patients  dead  on  nurses’  arrival  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 
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Classification  of  Cases 
Patients  Aged  65  Years  and  Over. 

1953.  1954. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

4 

2 

6 

3 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  neoplasms . 

15 

19 

34 

10 

29 

39 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

3 

5 

8 

2 

3 

5 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 

6 

20 

26 

4 

15 

19 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  central 
nervous  system  . 

14 

42 

56 

18 

52 

70 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative 
heart  disease  . 

15 

17 

32 

20 

50 

70 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

system  . 

5 

12 

17 

9 

22 

31 

Diseasesof  digestive  system  . 

2 

1 

3 

6 

2 

8 

Influenza . 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

7 

Gastric  Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  . . 

7 

10 

17 

8 

15 

23 

Bronchitis  . 

22 

28 

50 

19 

43 

62 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

7 

4 

11 

10 

10 

20 

Rheumatism  . 

2 

4 

6 

4 

6 

10 

Arthritis  . 

4 

8 

12 

2 

16 

18 

Varicose  ulcers  . 

3 

2 

5 

4 

6 

10 

Phlebitis  . : . 

— 

3 

3 

2 

4 

6 

General  rashes  on  body  . 

2 

1 

3 

6 

8 

14 

Dermatitis  . 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

Eczema  . 

2 

3 

5 

2 

4 

6 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Scabies  . 

2 

— 

2 

4 

1 

5 

Cellulitis  . 

1 

2 

3 

3 

— 

2 

Abscesses,  Boils,  Carbuncles  . 

4 

2 

6 

6 

2 

8 

Bedsores  . 

4 

4 

8 

5 

2 

7 

Senility,  Constipation,  Debility, 
Neurasthenia  . 

24 

38 

62 

29 

42 

71 

Injuries  due  to  falls  . 

4 

3 

7 

3 

10 

13 

Fractures  . 

3 

2 

5 

2 

6 

8 

Burns  . 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1 

4 

Scalds  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Supra-pubic  drainage  . 

5 

— * 

5 

3 

— 

3 

Prostatectomy  . 

6 

— 

6 

7 

— 

7 

Cystotomy  . 

2 

— 

2 

8 

— 

8 

Gastrectomy  . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Hysterectomy  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Cholecystectomy  . 

1 

2 

3 

— 

4 

4 

Diseases  of  the  uterus . . 

— 

45 

45 

— 

45 

45 

Preparation  for  X-ray  . 

2 

2 

4 

6 

7 

13 
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Page 

Adulteration  of  Food — Action  Taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  95 

Ambulance  Service  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  41-44 

Analgesia  and  Anaesthesia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  35 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Ice  Cream  ....  ....  ....  ....  91 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  90 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  ....  ...\.  ....  ....  90 

B.C.G1.  Vaccination  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  ..  47 

Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Blind  Welfare  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  66-68 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Burial  of  the  Dead  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  65 

Canal  Boats  Acts  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  80 

Cancer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22-23 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

and  Children  under  School  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Care  of  Prematurel  nfants  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  36 

Causes  of  Death  with  Death  Rates  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  90 

Children  Neglected  or  Ill-treated  in  their  own  Homes  ....  ....  38 

Civil  Defence  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  42,  71 

Classes  for  Expectant  Mothers  ....  ....  .  ....  31 

Clinics  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Closet  Accommodation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  78 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  80 

Convalescence  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  45 

Co-ordination  and  Co-operation  with  other  parts  of  the  National 

Health  Service  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  54 

Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing  Welfare  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  68 

Death  Rates  for  the  last  ten  years  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Dental  Care  and  Treatment  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Diphtheria  Immunisation....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  40 

Disinfection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  62 

Distribution  of  Disinfectants  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  62 

Domestic  Help  Service  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  48 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  35 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  76-77 

Emergency  Obstetrical  Unit  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  36 

Epileptics  and  Spastics  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

Examination  of  Water  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  90 

Factories  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  81 

Family  Planning  Clinic  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  35 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stubs  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  98 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  94-95 

Food  Condemned  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  92-93 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  92 

Handicapped  Persons’  Welfare  ....  ....  ,...  ,...  .....  66—71 
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Health  Committee  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Health  Education  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  45 

Health  Visiting  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  37 

Home  Nursing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  38-39,  100 

Houses  Let-in-Lodgings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  80 
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